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The church with a heart in the heart of Toledo.



JULY 26, 2026 – 10:15 AM
ACS SETTING #11

Service led by Pastor Rebecca West-Estell
Music provided by Kate Philabaum

PRELUDE         
ANNOUNCEMENTS, BIRTHDAYS & OTHER ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We are committed to you, the community, and the world around us. We believe God’s love 
embraces all persons  equally, no matter their age, ethnicity, race, abilities, gender identity, 
gender expression, sexual orientation, citizen status, political leanings, religious expression, or 
any other boundaries the world uses to decide who is worthy and who is not. We are striving to 
be open and inclusive. We commit to loving YOU and caring for YOU by showing YOU the love 
of Jesus that we have received freely from God.

Please stand as you are able.
GATHERING
C  In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
C To you, O God, all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, 

confessing our sins. Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. 
Show us your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for 
the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of word 
and sacrament in the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore       
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the     
Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen



OPENING HYMN         “Oh, Worship the King” (v 1-3)             ELW#842

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE     “Come, All You People”       ELW# 819

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son 

you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us 
your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.

C Amen
Please be seated



FIRST READING - 1 KINGS 3:5-12 (read by Judy Kolhoff)
L A reading from 1 Kings , Chapter 3. 

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, 
God gave him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well.

L 5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, 
“Ask what I should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and 
steadfast love to your servant my father David because he walked before you 
in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and 
you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son 
to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O Lord my God, you have made your 
servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do 
not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of the 
people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be 
numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind 
to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can 
govern this great people of yours?”
10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because 
you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for 
the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern 
what is right, 12 I now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and 
discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you 
shall arise after you.

L    The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
PSALM 119:129-136 (read responsively)
L 129 Your decrees are wonderful; therefore my soul keeps them.
C 130 The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts understanding to the 

simple.
L 131 With open mouth I pant, because I long for your commandments.
C 132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, as is your custom toward those who love 

your name.
L 133 Keep my steps steady according to your promise, and never let iniquity 

have dominion over me.
136 My eyes shed streams of tears because your law is not kept.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           "Alleluia, Alleluia"

GOSPEL READING - MATTHEW 13:31-33, 44-52 (read by Pastor Rebecca) 
Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news 
that “the kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables 
that explore the implications of this announcement for people’s lives.

P     The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter. 
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
P 31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is 

like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the 
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches.” 33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of 
it was leavened.” 44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 
which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he 
has and buys that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in 
search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold 
all that he had and bought it. 47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that 
was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they 
drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 
49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the 
evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, 

C 134 Redeem me from human oppression, that I may keep your precepts.
L 135 Make your face shine upon your servant, and teach me your statutes.
C 136 My eyes shed streams of tears because your law is not kept.



 51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven 
is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new 
and what is old.”

L    The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Christ. 
SERMON                  Pastor Rebecca West-Estell 

Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY     “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less”     ELW#693



THE APOSTLES CREED
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (read by Jill Nidek)
Giving offerings is part of our worship in thanksgiving for all that God has given us. If you 
wish to contribute, you can give electronically with the QR code on the front page of this 
bulletin, place in the offering plate or mail to 428 N. Erie Street, Toledo, Ohio 43604.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.
AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT       ELW# 465



Please be seated. 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (read responsively)
P The Lord be with you.
C  And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts.
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ: our Good Samaritan, who tends the wounds of body and 
spirit with the oil of consolation and the wine of hope; the Son of               
righteousness, who raises us to life on his healing wings. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn.



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Holy Communion is the meal Jesus shares with us, therefore ALL are welcome to attend 
communion. Blessings are offered to those who prefer not to receive communion. Grape 
juice and gluten free wafers are also available. Please, come down the center aisle and           
return by the side aisles. Place empty glasses in the baskets at the end of the first pew.

P Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
Please be seated.



LAMB OF GOD ELW# 336(verse 1)

COMMUNION MUSIC              Organ solo
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 

with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy 
meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

C   Amen Please stand as you are able
TABLE BLESSING
P  Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, † one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and 
 always.
C   Amen 



SENDING HYMN            "For the Fruit of All Creation"          ELW#679

DISMISSAL
P Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
“Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music and visuals in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE withlicense #A-724872, Sundays and 

Seasons license SAS 006098 and CCLI license 2486365.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFICE CLOSED
The office will be closed Monday, 7/27. Voicemails will be checked for 
emergent needs. 

PEW CARDS & OFFERING
Thank you for marking your name and if you communed on the pew cards. 
Please also respond if you are in need of prayer or have a change of 
address or email. Offering plates are at the back of the sanctuary on tables 
next to the pews. Thank you for your weekly offering and helping our 
church continue to serve the community in meaningful ways.

HOMEBOUND TRANSPORTATION
If you would like to volunteer to transport a homebound member to     
worship please see Pastor Rebecca for details. 
LUNCH BUNCH
Lunch Bunch will meet on 8/9 at 11:30AM at Shorty's, 5111 Monroe St. RSVPs 
are needed to Cindy Rockwell, 419-270-9137. We hope to see you there!
BETTER TOGETHER T-SHIRTS
If you would like a 2026 Better Together T-Shirt for St. Paul's partnership in  
this year's Pride event or to volunteer, please see Meg Senecal, 949-217-
9674, community@stpaulstoledo.org.
SAVE THE DATE
Party in the Parking Lot is Sunday, Aug 23 from 4-6pm.  Join us to build 
beds for kids in need (building starts at 3pm). "The Cheeks" band will be 
playing live and Imagination Station BIG BUBBLES will be on-site to launch 
our new "Bubble Buddies" program.  A $10 voucher card will give our 
unsheltered or low income Cafe guests one free wash and dry at 
participating laundromats. TV stations will be here - so bring friends and 
family to make this a great St Pauls event!!

mailto:community@stpaulstoledo.org


CALENDAR

SUNDAY – JULY 26 
10:15 AM Worship Service – Sanctuary

MONDAY – JULY 27 - OFFICE CLOSED
10:00 AM Community Heart Cafe – Social Room
12:00 PM Staff Meeting - Social Room
11:30 AM Council Meeting - Social Room

WEDNESDAY – JULY 29
10:00 AM Community Heart Cafe – Social Room
5:00 PM Worship Planning Meeting - Social Room

THURSDAY – JULY 30
11:00 AM Creativi-Tea – Social Room
2:00 PM Transition Meeting - Social Room

FRIDAY – JULY 31
10:00 AM Community Heart Cafe – Social Room

SUNDAY – AUGUST 2
10:15 AM Worship Service – Sanctuary

ALTAR FLOWERS  - None

CHANCEL FLOWERS - None

ANNIVERSARIES - None

BIRTHDAYS - Cindy Rockwell




