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The church with a heart in the heart of Toledo.



JULY 12, 2026 – 10:15 AM
ACS SETTING #11

Service led by Pastor Rebecca West-Estell
Music provided by Freda Lang

PRELUDE  
ANNOUNCEMENTS, BIRTHDAYS & OTHER ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We are committed to you, the community, and the world around us. We believe God’s love 
embraces all persons  equally, no matter their age, ethnicity, race, abilities, gender identity, 
gender expression, sexual orientation, citizen status, political leanings, religious expression, or 
any other boundaries the world uses to decide who is worthy and who is not. We are striving to 
be open and inclusive. We commit to loving YOU and caring for YOU by showing YOU the love 
of Jesus that we have received freely from God.

Please stand as you are able.
GATHERING
C  In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
C To you, O God, all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, 

confessing our sins. Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. 
Show us your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for 
the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of word 
and sacrament in the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore       
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the     
Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen



OPENING HYMN        “Lord of All Hopefulness” (v 1-3)     ELW# 765

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE     “Come, All You People”       ELW# 819

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your 

Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith 
and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen
Please be seated



FIRST READING - ISAIAH 55:10-13 (read by Jill Nidek)
L A reading from Isaiah, Chapter 55. 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing 
precipitation. Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by 
singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands.

L 10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return 
there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 so shall my word be that 
goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall 
accomplish that which I purpose and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
12 For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the 
hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap 
their hands. 13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the 
brier shall come up the myrtle, and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for 
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

L    The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
PSALM 65:1-13 (read responsively)
L 1 Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion, and to you shall vows be performed, 
C 2 O you who answer prayer! To you all flesh shall come.
L 3 When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, you forgive our transgressions.
C 4 Happy are those whom you choose and bring near to live in your courts. We 

shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, your holy temple.
L 5 By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, O God of our salvation; 

you are the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas.
C 6 By your strength you established the mountains; you are girded with might.
L 7 You silence the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, the tumult of 

the peoples.
C 8 Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds are awed by your signs; you make 

the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy.
L  9 You visit the earth and water it; you greatly enrich it; the river of God is full 

of water; you provide the people with grain, for so you have prepared it.
C 10 You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, softening it with 

showers,and blessing its growth.



L 11 You crown the year with your bounty; your wagon tracks overflow with 
richness.

C 12 The pastures of the wilderness overflow; the hills gird themselves with joy;
L 13 the meadows clothe themselves with flocks; the valleys deck themselves 

with grain; they shout and sing together for joy.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           "Alleluia, Alleluia"

GOSPEL READING - MATTHEW 13:1-9, 18-23 (read by Pastor Rebecca) 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word 
by proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a 
memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different 
results in those who hear.

P     The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter. 
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
P 1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great 

crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the 
whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, 
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on 
a path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky 
ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since 
they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and 
since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have 
ears, hear!”
18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 



what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was 
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 
receives it with joy, 21 yet such a person has no root but endures only for a 
while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that 
person immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is 
the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth 
choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, 
this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit 
and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

L    The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Christ. 
SERMON         Pastor Rebecca West-Estell

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY     “God of the Fertile Fields”  



THE APOSTLES CREED
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was           
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the       
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Giving offerings is part of our worship in thanksgiving for all that God has given us. If you 
wish to contribute, you can give electronically with the QR code on the front page of this 
bulletin, place in the offering plate or mail to 428 N. Erie Street, Toledo, Ohio 43604.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.



AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT       ELW# 465



Please be seated. 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (read responsively)
P The Lord be with you.
C  And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts.
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ: our Good Samaritan, who tends the wounds of body and 
spirit with the oil of consolation and the wine of hope; the Son of               
righteousness, who raises us to life on his healing wings. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Holy Communion is the meal Jesus shares with us, therefore ALL are welcome to attend 
communion. Blessings are offered to those who prefer not to receive communion. Grape 
juice and gluten free wafers are also available. Please, come down the center aisle and           
return by the side aisles. Place empty glasses in the baskets at the end of the first pew.

P Citizens of the commonwealth of heaven: Taste and know that God is good to 
all.

Please be seated.
LAMB OF GOD ELW# 336(verse 1)



COMMUNION MUSIC              Instrumental Medley
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest need with 

the very gift of Jesus Christ, broken and poured out for us. Pour us out into a 
broken world. Channel our common life toward the common good, following 
the way our Savior leads us now and forever. 

C  Amen Please stand as you are able
TABLE BLESSING
P  Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, fruitful vines and   
 winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in this land.     

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, † one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and 
 always
C  Amen 

SENDING HYMN      "For The Fruit Of All Creation" (v 1&3)        ELW# 679



DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all. 
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
“Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music and visuals in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE withlicense #A-724872, Sundays and 

Seasons license SAS 006098 and CCLI license 2486365.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
LUNCH BUNCH
The Lunch Bunch will be Sunday, July 12th at Biaggi's at Levis Commons in 
Perrysburg at 11:45AM. See Cindy Rockwell with questions.

PEW CARDS & OFFERING
We have had a great response on Pew Cards. Thank you for marking your 
name and if you communed. Please also respond if you are in need of 
prayer or have a change of address or email.Offering plates are at the back 
of the sanctuary on tables next to the pews. Thank you for your weekly 
offering and helping our church continue to serve the community in 
meaningful ways.

HOMEBOUND TRANSPORTATION
If you would like to volunteer to transport a homebound member to     
worship please see Pastor Rebecca for details. 
ELEVATOR UPDATE
The Sanctuary Elevator is operational again and work has begun on the 
Parish House elevator. 
CAFÉ GUEST NEEDS
Café guests are in need of paperback books, men’s deodorant, socks and 
tennis shoes. Place donations in the kitchen. Our Cafe guests really love 
paperback books and gently used men’s clothing is always appreciated.

CREATIVI-TEA 
Enjoy iced tea, a scone and summer salad while crafting and exploring   
creative ideas. Fee is $20. All classes are 11am - 1pm, with reservations 
needed to kate@stpaulstoledo.org
�� July 23 “If I Drink red wine and eat dark chocolate will I still get            

dementia?” By Cheryl Conley.
�� July 30 Wellness through nature prints by Joan Perse.



CALENDAR

SUNDAY – JULY 12 
10:15 AM Worship Service – Sanctuary
11:45 AM Lunch Bunch - Biaggis Ristorante, Levis Commons

MONDAY – JULY 13
10:00 AM Community Heart Cafe – Social Room
12:00 PM Staff Meeting - Social Room

WEDNESDAY – JULY 15
10:00 AM Community Heart Cafe – Social Room

FRIDAY – JULY 17
10:00 AM Community Heart Cafe – Social Room

SUNDAY – JULY 19
10:15 AM Worship Service – Sanctuary

ALTAR FLOWERS  - None
CHANCEL FLOWERS - None 
ANNIVERSARIES - None
BIRTHDAYS - Thomas Gilbert




