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JULY 12,2026 -10:15 AM
ACS SETTING #11
Service led by Pastor Rebecca West-Estell

Music provided by Freda Lang
RELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS, BIRTHDAYS & OTHER ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We are committed to you, the community, and the world around us. We believe God's love
embraces all persons equally, no matter their age, ethnicity, race, abilities, gender identity,
gender expression, sexual orientation, citizen status, political leanings, religious expression, or

any other boundaries the world uses to decide who is worthy and who is not. We are striving to
be open and inclusive. We commit to loving YOU and caring for YOU by showing YOU the love
of Jesus that we have received freely from God.

Please stand as you are able.

GATHERING

C In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

C To you, O God, all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you,
confessing our sins. Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love.
Show us your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for
the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of word
and sacrament in the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen




OPENING HYMN “Lord of All Hopefulness” (v 1-3) ELW# 765
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1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of  all joy,
2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
3 Lord of all kind - i - ness, Lord of all grace,
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whose trust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de - stroy:
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the  lathe:
your hands swift to wel - come, your arms to em - brace:
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be there at our wak - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our la - bors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom - ing, and give us, we pray,
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your bliss in  our  hearts, Lord, at the break of  the day.
your strength in  our  hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE “Come, All You People” ELW# 819
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Come, all  you peo - ple, come and praise the Most High;
Come, all  you peo - ple, come and praise the Sav - ior
Come, all  you peo - ple, come and praise the Spir - it
come, all  you peo - ple, come and praise the Most High;
come, all  you peo - ple, come and praise the Sav - ior;
come, all  you peo - ple, come and praise the Spir - it
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come, all  you peo - ple, come and praise the Most High;
come, all  you peo - ple, come and praise the Sav - ior
come, all you peo - ple, come and praise the Spir - it
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come now and wor - ship the Lord.
come  now and wor - ship the Lord.
come  now and wor - ship the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your
Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith
and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

Please be seated



FIRST READING - ISAIAH 55:10-13 (read by Jill Nidek)

L A reading from lsaiah, Chapter 55.

God's word to Israel's exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing
precipitation. Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by
singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands.

L OFor as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return
there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, "so shall my word be that
goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall
accomplish that which | purpose and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.
2For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the
hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap
their hands. ®Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the
brier shall come up the myrtle, and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SALM 65:1-13 (read responsively)
'Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion, and to you shall vows be performed,
20 you who answer prayer! To you all flesh shall come.
3When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, you forgive our transgressions.
“Happy are those whom you choose and bring near to live in your courts. We
shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, your holy temple.

L >By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, O God of our salvation;

you are the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas.

C 6By your strength you established the mountains; you are girded with might.

Nror-rwOor

L "You silence the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, the tumult of
the peoples.

C 8Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds are awed by your signs; you make
the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy.

L ?You visit the earth and water it; you greatly enrich it; the river of God is full
of water; you provide the people with grain, for so you have prepared it.

C ®You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, softening it with

showers,and blessing its growth.



L "You crown the year with your bounty; your wagon tracks overflow with
richness.

C 2The pastures of the wilderness overflow; the hills gird themselves with joy;

L Bthe meadows clothe themselves with flocks; the valleys deck themselves
with grain; they shout and sing together for joy.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION "Alleluia, Alleluia"
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Al-le - lu-1a, al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le - lu -1a, al -le-lu - 1a.
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Al-le - lu-ia, al-le-lu - 1ia. Christ is ris -en, ris’n in—deved.

GOSPEL READING - MATTHEW 13:1-9, 18-23 (read by Pastor Rebecca)

O N T

In Matthew's gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God's word
by proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a
memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different
results in those who hear.

The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

'That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. ?Such great
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the
whole crowd stood on the beach.3And he told them many things in parables,
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. “And as he sowed, some seeds fell on
a path, and the birds came and ate them up. *Other seeds fell on rocky
ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since
they had no depth of soil. °But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and
since they had no root, they withered away. "Other seeds fell among thorns,
and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.’If you have
ears, hear!”

8*Hear, then, the parable of the sower. "When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away



what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 2°As for what was
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy, ?yet such a person has no root but endures only for a
while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that
person immediately falls away. 2As for what was sown among thorns, this is
the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth
choke the word, and it yields nothing. 2But as for what was sown on good soil,
this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit
and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

L The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to Christ.
SERMON Pastor Rebecca West-Estell
Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY “God of the Fertile Fields”
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1 God of the fer - tile fields, sha - per of
2 We would be stew - ards true, hold - ing in
3 As grows the hid - den seed to fruit  that
4 God of the coun - try - side, dear to the
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earth that  yields our dai - ly bread: forth from your
trust from you all that you  give; help us in
serves  our need, SO your reign grows. Let all our
Christ who died to make us one: we pledge our
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boun - teous hand come gifts your love has planned,
love to share, teach us like you to care
toil be used, no gift of yours a - bused,

lives a - new in faith - ful love to  you.
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that  all in ev - ’ry land be clothed and fed.
for peo - ple ev - ’ry-where, that all may live.
no  hum - ble task re - fused your love be - stows.
Guide all we say and do. Your will be done.
THE APOSTLES CREED
C | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God'’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Giving offerings is part of our worship in thanksgiving for all that God has given us. If you
wish to contribute, you can give electronically with the QR code on the front page of this

bulletin, place in the offering plate or mail to 428 N. Erie Street, Toledo, Ohio 43604.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.




AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT ELW# 465
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As the grains of wheat once  scat-tered on the hill were
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gath-ered in-to one to be-come our bread;  so may all your peo-ple from
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all the ends of earth be  gath-ered in - to one in you.
0wt .
A . JTRAE ] I o I j
(o) s ? Al ? P . "
J r ! 4
1 As this cup of bless-ing 18 shared with-in  our midst,
2 Let this be a fore-taste of all that is to come when
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may we share the  pres - ence  of your love.
all  cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.




Please be seated.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (read responsively)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ: our Good Samaritan, who tends the wounds of body and
spirit with the oil of consolation and the wine of hope; the Son of
righteousness, who raises us to life on his healing wings. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise

your name and join their unending hymn.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho-ly, God of might and mer-cy,
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your glo - ry fills all heav-en and earth. . . . You are ho - ly, God.
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. Bless-ed be the Sav-ior, the one who comes in your name.
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Ho - san - na in the high - est. You are ho - ly, God.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the meal Jesus shares with us, therefore ALL are welcome to attend
communion. Blessings are offered to those who prefer not to receive communion. Grape

juice and gluten free wafers are also available. Please, come down the center aisle and

return by the side aisles. Place empty glasses in the baskets at the end of the first pew.

P Citizens of the commonwealth of heaven: Taste and know that God is good to
all.
Please be seated.

LAMB OF GOD (verse 1) ELW# 336
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I Your on - ly Son, no  sin to  hide, but  you have
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sent  him from your side to walk up - on this guilt - y
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< sod and to be - come the Lamb of God. O Lamb of
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God, sweet Lamb of God, 1 love the ho - Iy Lamb of God. Oh, wash me
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in your pre-cious blood, my Je-sus Christ, the Lamb of  God.
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COMMUNION MUSIC Instrumental Medley

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest need with
the very gift of Jesus Christ, broken and poured out for us. Pour us out into a
broken world. Channel our common life toward the common good, following
the way our Savior leads us now and forever.

€ Amen Please stand as you are able
TABLE BLESSING
P Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, fruitful vines and

winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in this land.
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, T one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and

always
C Amen
SENDING HYMN  "For The Fruit Of All Creation" (v 1&3) ELW# 679
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir - it, thanks be to God.
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For these gifts to ev - ’'ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give  our neigh-bor, God’s will is done.
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For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing, si-lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
For the won - ders that as-toundus, for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.

most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.




DISMISSAL

P Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all.
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music and visuals in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE withlicense #A-724872, Sundays and
Seasons license SAS 006098 and CCLI license 2486365.






CALENDAR

SUNDAY - JULY 12

10:15 AM Worship Service — Sanctuary

11:45 AM Lunch Bunch - Biaggis Ristorante, Levis Commons
MONDAY -JULY 13

10.00 AM Community Heart Cafe — Social Room
12:00 PM Staff Meeting - Social Room
WEDNESDAY - JULY 15

10.00 AM Community Heart Cafe — Social Room
FRIDAY - JULY 17

10.00 AM  Community Heart Cafe — Social Room
SUNDAY -JULY 19

10:15 AM Worship Service — Sanctuary

ALTAR FLOWERS - None
CHANCEL FLOWERS - None
ANNIVERSARIES - None
BIRTHDAYS - Thomas Gilbert



Join us this summer!

CREATIVI-TEA

Enjoy iced tea, a scone and summer salad
while crafting and exploring creative ideas. Fee $20

11:00AM - 1:00PM

Register kate@stpaulstoledo.org

June 11
Joan Pearse - Mennonite Envelope

June 18
Kate Philabaum - Painted Macaroons

June 25

Molly Miller - watercolor painting "Lemons”

July 2
Allison Kwazniak Closet to Couch: Color & You

July 9
Chris Cavera - How To Start A Podcast

July 23
Cheryl Conley - If | Eat Dark Chocolate &
Drink Red Wine will | still get Dementia?

July 30
Joan Pearse - Wellness Thru Nature Prints




