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 “Why do you stand looking up at heaven?” 

 

 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
428 N. ERIE ST 

TOLEDO, OH 43604 
 

 



SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2026 - 10:15 AM 
Service led by Pastor Rebecca West-Estell 

   Music provided by Kate Philabaum         

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNIVERSARIES, BIRTHDAYS & SPECIAL EVENTS 

We are committed to you, the community, and the world around us. We believe God’s love 
embraces all persons  equally, no matter their age, ethnicity, race, abilities, gender identity, 
gender expression, sexual orientation, citizen status, political leanings, religious expression, or 
any other boundaries the world uses to decide who is worthy and who is not. We are striving to 
be open and inclusive. We commit to loving YOU and caring for YOU by showing YOU the love of 
Jesus that we have received freely from God. 

 
AS WE GATHER 
P​ “I’ll see you soon!” A familiar phrase heard with certainty that time together will soon be had 

again. “I’ll see you soon!” says Jesus as He departs and ascends into heaven. And though it’s 
been nearly two thousand years, rather than just a few hours or days, we still hold to His 
promise that we will see Him again. Until that arrives, we are reminded to not stay looking up 
into heaven, to heed His mission to make disciples and keep ourselves prepared for that day. 
While we wait, we take comfort in the fact that our ascended Lord Jesus remains present with 
us now, in this life, even amid troubles and trials. We hold on to His promise and anticipate that 
joyful day when He will come again. 

PRELUDE 

OPENING HYMN   ​ “Crown Him With Many Crowns”  vs 1, 2, 4   ​ ​  ELW# 855 
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GREETING  
P​ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
C​ And also with you. 
P​ Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
C​ Christ is risen. He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P​ Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Water is poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 

P​ Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still 
waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We 
thank you for the waters that nourish us from the Great Lakes. Blessed are you. 

C​ You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
P​ Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you 

thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and 
sorrow. Blessed are you. 

C​ You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
P​ Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide 

us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 
C​ You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
P​ Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. 

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. 
C​ Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L​ Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens, and in your presence intercedes for 

us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring everything into your glory, 
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C​ Amen. 

PEACE 
P​ The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C​ And also with you. 
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PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Please be seated. 

HYMN ​ ​  ​     ​   “Alleluia Jesus is Risen”  (v 1 & 5) ​  ​  ELW# 377   
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FIRST READING - ACTS 1:1-11 (read by Kathy Schnapp) 
Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the disciples will spread 
out from Jerusalem to all the world. His words provide an outline of the book of Acts. 
L​ A reading from Acts, chapter 1.  

1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and teach 2 until the day 
when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of 
God. 4 While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait there for 
the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5 for John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

 ​ So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 
Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward 
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do 
you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

L ​ The Word of the Lord. 
C ​ Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING - EPHESIANS 1:15-23 (read by Kathy Schnapp) 
The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of Ephesians prays that we 
are given the wisdom to know the power of the risen Christ and the empowering hope that the 
knowledge of this inheritance provides. 
L    ​ The Holy Scripture from the book of Ephesians, Chapter 1. 

15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers, 17 that the God 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as 
you come to know him, 18 so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may perceive 
what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance 
among the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, 
according to the working of his great power. 20 God put this power to work in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above 
all rule and authority and power and dominion and above every name that is named, not only 
in this age but also in the age to come. 22 And he has put all things under his feet and has 
made him the head over all things for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills all in all. 

L​ The Word of the Lord. 
C​ Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ​ ​      “Halle Halle Hallelujah”  ​ ​ ​  ELW# 172 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL READING: Luke 24:44-53 (read by Pastor Rebecca) 
P​ The Gospel according to St.Luke, the 24th chapter.  
C​ Glory to you, O Lord. 

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must 
be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to them, 
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day 47 and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And see, I am sending upon 
you what my Father promised, so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power 
from on high.” 
50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51 While 
he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they 
worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and they were continually in the 
temple blessing God.​  

P​ This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  ​ Praise to You, O Christ. 

SERMON​ ​ ​ ​                                               Pastor Rebecca West-Estell 
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HYMN OF THE DAY ​ ​ “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!” (v 1, 3, 5)  ​ ELW# 393 

 
 
NICENE CREED 
C​ We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
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spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (read by Randy Hutchison) 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

P  ​ It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise to you 
O God, through Jesus Christ. After his glorious resurrection, he openly appeared to his 
disciples, and in their sight ascended into heaven, to prepare a place for us; that where he is, 
there we might also be. And so, with the church on earth, all creation, and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C ​ Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Holy Communion is the meal Jesus shares with us, therefore ALL are welcome to attend 
communion. Blessings are offered to those who prefer not to receive communion. Grape juice and 
gluten free wafers are also available. Please, come down the center aisle and return by the side 
aisles. Place empty glasses in the baskets at the end of the first pew. 

P       ​Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

                                                                               

 

 

 
COMMUNION HYMN  ​​ ​ “O Christ the Same” (v 1, 3) ​​ ​ WOV# 778​ 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P ​ This has been no ordinary meal. It has been one in which we have been fed and nourished 

with the life of Jesus, our crucified, risen and ascended Lord. May we go from here, refreshed 
and eager, to share that life with others. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen 

BENEDICTION 
P​ Go in peace to love and serve our living Lord. 
C​ We go in the power of Christ’s resurrection. Alleluia! 
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P​ May God, the creator of all life, Jesus Christ, the source of eternal life, and the Holy Spirit, the 
power in each and every life, bless you, this day and everyday. Christ is risen! 

C​ He is risen indeed! 

SENDING HYMN   ​   ​   “How Great Thou Art / Majesty”            ​   arr. Joel Raney 

O Lord My God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the works thy hands have made. 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder 
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed. 
 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee 
How great thou art, how great thou art. 
(Repeat) 
 
When through the woods and forest glades I 
wander 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees. 
When I look down from lofty mountain 
grandeur 
And hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze. 
 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee 
How great thou art, how great thou art. 
(Repeat) 

 
Majesty. Worship his majesty; unto Jesus 
Be all glory, honor and praise. 
Majesty. Kingdom authority; Jesus who died 
Now glorified, his name be praised. 
 
When Christ shall come with shouts of 
acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration, 
And there proclaim, “My God! How great thou 
art!” 
 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee 
How great thou art, how great thou art. 
(Repeat) 
 
Jesus who died, now glorified, how great thou 
art 

SENDING 
P ​ Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
C ​ Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE   ​             ​ ​      
“Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music and visuals in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with  license #A-724872, Sundays and Seasons 
license SAS 006098 and CCLI license 2486365. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONGREGATION ART PROJECTS                                                                                          
The Alleluia ribbons “buried” before Ash Wednesday by the congregation, have been transformed into 
a banner on the Easter cross.           

OFFERING 
Please place your offering into the plates at the back of the Sanctuary. Pew cards are located in each 
pew next to the hymnal rack. We are in the process of updating all records for attendance, 
communion, and contact info. If you’ve had any changes, please take a moment to fill out the card. 
Bring it forward during communion and place it on the plates near the communion cups. 

LUNCH BUNCH 
Lunch Bunch will not meet in May due to Mother’s Day. See you in June! 

BIBLE STUDY 
Pastor Rebecca will lead a discussion based Bible Study on the first and third Sundays of the month. 
We will begin at 11:30AM with a light lunch, followed by the study of the four Gospel writers and how 
each writer addressed different audiences and focused on unique aspects of Jesus’ ministry. Grow 
spiritually in a welcoming environment!  All are welcome! 

CAFÉ GUEST NEEDS 
Café guests are in need of paperback books, men’s deodorant, socks and tennis shoes. Place 
donations in the kitchen. Our Cafe guests really love paperback books and gently used men’s 
clothing is always appreciated. 

WE’RE GOING TO THE BALL GAME TUESDAY!! 
If you have not signed up yet - please see Kate TODAY! We’re going to the BGSU vs UT baseball 
game Tuesday, May 12 at 7pm at Fifth Third field in downtown Toledo.  Watch "our boys" who help 
move our Christmas trees and swags every year. We had great fun last year cheering them on to win 
the game!  Cost is $10.  
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CALENDAR 
SUNDAY – MAY 10 - MOTHER’S DAY 
10:15 AM ​ Worship Service – Sanctuary 

MONDAY – MAY 11 
10:00 AM ​ Community Heart Café – Social Room 
12:00 PM​ Staff Meeting - Social Room 

WEDNESDAY – MAY 13 
10:00 AM ​ Community Heart Café – Social Room 

FRIDAY – MAY 15 
10:00 AM ​ Community Heart Café – Social Room 

SUNDAY – MAY 17 - MOTHER’S DAY 
10:15 AM ​ Worship Service – Sanctuary 
11:30 AM​ Bible Study - Social Room 
 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS - In Memory of Howard E Bumcrots by his family 

CHANCEL FLOWERS - None 

ANNIVERSARIES - Pattye & Bill Nicolls 

BIRTHDAYS - Mary Aring 
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