
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

 
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

428 N. ERIE ST 
TOLEDO, OH 43604 

 



SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2026 - 10:15 AM 
Service led by Pastor Rebecca West-Estell 

Music provided by Freda Lang 

PRELUDE                   ​​  

We are committed to you, the community, and the world around us. We believe God’s 
love embraces all persons  equally, no matter their age, ethnicity, race, abilities, gender 
identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, citizen status, political leanings, religious 
expression, or any other boundaries the world uses to decide who is worthy and who is 
not. We are striving to be open and inclusive. We commit to loving YOU and caring for 
YOU by showing YOU the love of Jesus that we have received freely from God. 

CALL TO WORSHIP - BASED ON ISAIAH 65: 17-25   
P​ Be glad and rejoice in what God is creating, a new heaven and a new earth. The promise of 

joy and gladness for all people, where every living creature lives in harmony. Promises fulfilled 
in Jesus Christ, who died to defeat evil, and rose to give us life. So let us be glad and rejoice in 
what God has created in us, new life, the life of the risen Christ. Amen! Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C​ Christ is risen. He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P​ We light the Christ candle to remind us that Jesus Christ is the light of the world. Alleluia! 

Christ is risen! 
C​ Christ is risen. He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

OPENING HYMN​       “Give To Our God Immortal Praise!”​  ​  ELW# 848 
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P​ Christ is risen. 
C​ He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P​ Christ is risen. 
C​ He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P​ The Easter joy of the living Christ Jesus be with you all. 
C ​ And also with you. 

KYRIE 
P​ In peace, in peace 

 

 

P       ​For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C​ Lord have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 
P ​ For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your Word. Let 

us pray to the Lord. 
C​ Lord have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 
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NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION 
Refrain 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF ADORATION AND PRAISE 
P ​ Yours is the glory, O God, for raising Jesus from the darkness of death. Yours is the glory, O 

Christ, for being prepared, to conquer death and give us the gift  of eternal life. And, as if that 
were not enough, you greet us by name, as you greeted Mary in the garden, and transform our 
lives forever with your Easter life.  
Risen Lord, we worship and adore you; and we pray that the Holy Spirit, your life in us, will so 
transform us to your image, that we radiate your glory here, through our rejoicing and praise, 
and in all the places where people's lives are still affected by the powers of death and sin.  

         Yours is the glory, O God, for showing us the human face of your love in Jesus, your Son, our 
risen Lord. Yours is the glory, risen Lord Jesus, and we rejoice that 'endless is the victory that 
you over death have won'. Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C ​ Christ is risen. He is risen indeed! Amen! 
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Please be seated. 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
P ​ O God, like the first witnesses of the resurrection, we too, come to the empty tomb with a 

variety of responses. We hear the good news that Jesus has risen, but so often the evidence 
for this is difficult to detect in our lives. 

C ​ Forgive us when we fail to make the risen Christ evident through our words, our  
actions - our lives. 

P ​ For so many people, the only good news of this weekend is that it provides the opportunity for 
a holiday in pleasant Spring weather. 

C ​ Forgive us if we feel that this time of worship is an interruption to our planned holiday 
activities. 

P ​ As we come to the empty tomb seeking forgiveness for all our faults and shortcomings, help us 
to re-order our priorities so that we put the risen Christ first in our lives at all times. 

C ​ Forgive us when we forget that the tomb is forever empty because Jesus is here and is 
wherever Christians live and worship. 

P ​ Help us always to remember the costly act of Jesus Christ which gives us the gift of a new  
beginning - guilt free and graced by love. The tomb is empty because Christ is risen. 

C ​ Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia. Amen! 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
P​ Jesus "is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify 

about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 
(Acts 10: 42b,43) Hear, believe, and live the good news. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

C​ Thanks be to God! 
 
P​ The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C​ And also with you. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

HYMN RESPONSE  ​     ​   “Alleluia Jesus is Risen”  (v 1 & 3) ​  ​  ELW# 377   
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FIRST READING - ACTS 2:42-47 (read by Cindy Rockwell) 
L​ A reading from Acts, chapter 2.  
​ 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and the prayers. 
  ​ 43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through the 

apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell 
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, 
as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 
with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And 
day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

L ​ The Word of the Lord. 
C ​ Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING - 1 PETER 2:19-25 (read by Cindy Rockwell) 
L    ​ The Holy Scripture from the book of 1 Peter, Chapter 2. 
​ 19 For it is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering 

unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you 
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endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. 21 For to 
this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so 
that you should follow in his steps. 

 ​ 22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he 
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the 
cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have 
been healed. 25 For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the 
shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

L​ The Word of the Lord. 
C​ Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ​ ​      “Halle Halle Hallelujah”  ​ ​ ​  ELW# 172 

 

 

 
 

GOSPEL READING - JOHN 10:1-10 (read by Pastor Rebecca) 
P​ The Gospel according to St. John, the 10th chapter.  
C  ​ Glory to You, O Lord. 

1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs 
in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear 
his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought 
out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know 
his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do 
not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they 
did not understand what he was saying to them. 
7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All 
who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I 
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am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find 
pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 
life and have it abundantly. 

P​ This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  ​ Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
SERMON​ ​ ​ ​                                                Pastor Rebecca West-Estell 

HYMN OF THE DAY ​ ​  “The Lord’s My Shepherd” (v 1,4,5)  ​ ​  ELW# 778 

 
EASTER CREED 
C​ I believe in the God of Easter morning who awakes us from our darkest dreams and 

leads us into the light of a new day, who meets our pessimism with stunning hope of 
angelic proclamation. 
I believe in the God of Easter Day who beats us to the obstacles in our lives and 
empties the dark tomb for us; who appears in surprising ways when we least expect it; 
walking with us on our detours.  
I believe in the God of Easter evening who breaks into our closets and prisons, bringing 
peace and crushing our fear. 
I believe in the risen Lord who meets us with wounds on his hands and feet; who grants 
us his Spirit, sending us out to bring Shalom to the world. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (read by Donna Camper) 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C ​ Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Holy Communion is the meal Jesus shares with us, therefore ALL are welcome to attend 
communion. Blessings are offered to those who prefer not to receive communion. Grape juice and 
gluten free wafers are also available. Please, come down the center aisle and return by the side 
aisles. Place empty glasses in the baskets at the end of the first pew. 

P       ​Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
 

 

 
                                                                               

 

 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC  ​ ​ Instrumental medley​  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P ​ This has been no ordinary meal. It has been one in which we have been fed and nourished 

with the life of Jesus, our crucified and risen Lord. May we go from here, refreshed and eager, 
to share that life with others. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen 

BENEDICTION 
P​ Go in peace to love and serve our living Lord. 
C​ We go in the power of Christ’s resurrection. Alleluia! 
P​ May God, the creator of all life, Jesus Christ, the source of eternal life, and the Holy Spirit, the 

power in each and every life, bless you, this day and everyday. Christ is risen! 
C​ He is risen indeed! 
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SENDING HYMN   ​     “What A Fellowship, What A Joy Divine”   ​ ​  ELW# 774 

 

SENDING 
P ​ Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
C ​ Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE   ​             ​ ​      
“Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music and visuals in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with  license #A-724872, Sundays and Seasons 
license SAS 006098 and CCLI license 2486365. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONGREGATION ART PROJECTS                                                                                          
The Alleluia ribbons “buried” before Ash Wednesday by the congregation, have been transformed into 
a banner on the Easter cross.           

OFFERING 
Please place your offering into the plates at the back of the Sanctuary. Pew cards are located in each 
pew next to the hymnal rack. We are in the process of updating all records for attendance, 
communion, and contact info. If you’ve had any changes, please take a moment to fill out the card. 
Bring it forward during communion and place it on the plates near the communion cups. 

LUNCH BUNCH 
Lunch Bunch will not meet in May due to Mother’s Day. See you in June! 

BIBLE STUDY 
Pastor Rebecca will lead a discussion based Bible Study on the first and third Sundays of the month. 
We will begin at 11:30AM with a light lunch, followed by the study of the four Gospel writers and how 
each writer addressed different audiences and focused on unique aspects of Jesus’ ministry. Grow 
spiritually in a welcoming environment!  All are welcome! 

CAFÉ GUEST NEEDS 
Café guests are in need of paperback books, men’s deodorant, socks and tennis shoes. Place 
donations in the kitchen. Our Cafe guests really love paperback books and gently used men’s 
clothing is always appreciated. 

MUD HENS 
Join us for the BGSU vs UT baseball game Tuesday, May 12 at 7pm at Fifth Third field in downtown 
Toledo.  Watch "our boys" who help move our Christmas trees and swags every year. We had great 
fun last year cheering them on to win the game!  Cost is $10. Sign up in the back of the Narthex. 

WELCOME SUSAN 
Last Sunday, we welcomed Susan Rice into membership at St. Paul’s.  A lifelong Lutheran, she 
follows in the footsteps of generations of her family, a legacy that traces all the way back to Germany. 
Susan attended Wittenberg University, and is a registered nurse and pediatric nurse practitioner.  She 
has two adult sons and four grandchildren in Ohio and enjoys following all kinds of sports with them.  
Susan is passionate about supporting and rescuing dogs. Her favorite hymn is “It Is Well With My 
Soul” by Horatio Spafford. Welcome Susan! 
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CALENDAR 
SUNDAY – APRIL 26 
10:15 AM ​ Worship Service – Sanctuary 
12:00 PM​ Council Meeting - Social Room 

MONDAY – APRIL 27 
10:00 AM ​ Community Heart Café – Social Room 
12:00 PM​ Staff Meeting - Social Room 

WEDNESDAY – APRIL 29 
10:00 AM ​ Community Heart Café – Social Room 
3:45 PM​ Transition Meeting - Social Room 

FRIDAY – MAY 1 
10:00 AM ​ Community Heart Café – Social Room 

SUNDAY – MAY 3 
10:15 AM ​ Worship Service – Sanctuary 
11:30 AM​ Bible Study - Social Room 
 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS - None 

CHANCEL FLOWERS - None 

ANNIVERSARIES - Dan & Sandy Lazenby 

BIRTHDAYS - John Schult 
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