
 

EASTER SERVICE 
 

 
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

428 N. ERIE ST 
TOLEDO, OH 43604 

 



SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2026 - 10:15 AM 
Service led by Rebecca West-Estell 

Music provided by Kate Philabaum;  Xander Soural, trombone 

PRELUDE                                 ​  “Festival Toccata”                         by Percy Fletcher 

We are committed to you, the community, and the world around us. We believe God’s love embraces all 
persons  equally, no matter their age, ethnicity, race, abilities, gender identity, gender expression, sexual 
orientation, citizen status, political leanings, religious expression, or any other boundaries the world uses 
to decide who is worthy and who is not. We are striving to be open and inclusive. We commit to loving YOU 
and caring for YOU by showing YOU the love of Jesus that we have received freely from God. 

Please stand and face the Narthex. 

CALL TO WORSHIP - BASED ON ISAIAH 65: 17-25   
P​ Be glad and rejoice in what God is creating, a new heaven and a new earth. The promise of 

joy and gladness for all people, where every living creature lives in harmony. Promises fulfilled 
in Jesus Christ, who died to defeat evil, and rose to give us life. So let us be glad and rejoice in 
what God has created in us, new life, the life of the risen Christ. Amen! Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C​ Christ is risen. He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P​ We light the Christ candle to remind us that Jesus Christ is the light of the world. Alleluia! 

Christ is risen! 
C​ Christ is risen. He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

Please turn toward the altar as Tyler Mack passes with the Processional cross. 

HYMN MEDLEY​  ​ ​ “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” (v 1)​​ ​  ELW# 365  
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HYMN MEDLEY​  ​        “Crown Him With Many Crowns” (v 1)​ ​  ELW# 855 

 

 

 

 

HYMN MEDLEY​  ​ ​ “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” (v 4)​​ ​  ELW# 365  
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P​ Christ is risen. 
C​ He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P​ Christ is risen. 
C​ He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P​ The Easter joy of the living Christ Jesus be with you all. 
C ​ And also with you. 

KYRIE 
P​ In peace, in peace 

 

 
P       ​For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all let us pray to the 

Lord. 
C​ Lord have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 
P ​ For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your Word. Let 

us pray to the Lord. 
C​ Lord have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 
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NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION 
Refrain 

 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND PRAISE 
P ​ Yours is the glory, O God, for raising Jesus from the darkness of death. Yours is the glory, O 

Christ, for being prepared, to conquer death and give us the gift  of eternal life. And, as if that 
were not enough, you greet us by name, as you greeted Mary in the garden,  and transform 
our lives forever with your Easter life.  
Risen Lord, we worship and adore you; and we pray that the Holy Spirit, your life in us, will so 
transform us to your image, that we radiate your glory here, through our rejoicing and praise, 
and in all the places where people's lives are still affected by the powers of death and sin.  

         Yours is the glory, O God, for showing us the human face of your love in Jesus, your Son, our 
risen Lord. Yours is the glory, risen Lord Jesus, and we rejoice that 'endless is the victory that 
you over death have won'. Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C ​ Christ is risen. He is risen indeed! Amen! 

Please be seated. 
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 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
P ​ O God, like the first witnesses of the resurrection, we too, come to the empty tomb with a 

variety of responses. We hear the good news that Jesus has risen, but so often the evidence 
for this is difficult to detect in our lives. 

C ​ Forgive us when we fail to make the risen Christ evident through our words, our  
actions - our lives. 

P ​ For so many people, the only good news of this weekend is that it provides the opportunity for 
a holiday in pleasant Spring weather. 

C ​ Forgive us if we feel that this time of worship is an interruption to our planned holiday 
activities. 

P ​ As we come to the empty tomb seeking forgiveness for all our faults and shortcomings, help us 
to re-order our priorities so that we put the risen Christ first in our lives at all times. 

C ​ Forgive us when we forget that the tomb is forever empty because Jesus is here and is 
wherever Christians live and worship. 

P ​ Help us always to remember the costly act of Jesus Christ which gives us the gift of a new  
beginning - guilt free and graced by love. The tomb is empty because Christ is risen. 

C ​ Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia. Amen! 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
P​ Jesus "is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify 

about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 
(Acts 10: 42b,43) Hear, believe, and live the good news. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

C​ Thanks be to God! 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

HYMN RESPONSE  ​     ​   “Alleluia Jesus is Risen”  (v 1-4) ​  ​  ​ ELW# 377   
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FIRST READING - ACTS 10:34-43 (read by Cheri Deal) 
L​ 34 Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in 

every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You 
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is 
Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 
that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They 
put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed 
him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who 
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the 
people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 
43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.” 

L ​ The Word of the Lord. 
C ​ Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING - COLOSSIANS 3:1-4 (read by Cheri Deal) 
 L​ 1 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated 

at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that 
are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who 
is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

L​ The Word of the Lord. 
C​ Thanks be to God. 

CHILDREN'S SERMON​ ​ ​ ​ ​         Pastor Rebecca West-Estell 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ​ ​      “Halle Halle Hallelujah”  ​ ​ ​  ELW# 172 

 
 

GOSPEL READING - MATTHEW 28:1-10 (read by Pastor Rebecca) 
P​ The Gospel according to Matthew  
C  ​ Glory to You, O Lord. 
 P​ 1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance 
was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and 
became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that 
you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has been raised, as he 
said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been 
raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ 
This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to 
tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took 
hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell 
my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

P​ The Gospel of the Lord. 
C​ Praise to You, O Christ 

8 



SERMON​ ​ ​ ​ ​                                 ​  Pastor Rebecca West-Estell 

HYMN RESPONSE    “I Know That My Redeemer Lives!” (v 1,2,3)​          ELW# 619 

 

 

 

 

EASTER CREED 
C​ I believe in the God of Easter morning who awakes us from our darkest dreams and 

leads us into the light of a new day, who meets our pessimism with stunning hope of 
angelic proclamation. 
I believe in the God of Easter Day who beats us to the obstacles in our lives and 
empties the dark tomb for us; who appears in surprising ways when we least expect it; 
walking with us on our detours.  
I believe in the God of Easter evening who breaks into our closets and prisons, bringing 
peace and crushing our fear. 
I believe in the risen Lord who meets us with wounds on his hands and feet; who grants 
us his Spirit, sending us out to bring Shalom to the world.  
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (read by Pattye Nicolls) 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 
P​ Living God, on this most joyous day we offer our thanks and praise to you; creator of heaven 

and earth, creator and lover of all humanity. Even when we turned away from you, you never 
rejected us. You spoke words of mercy and love through the prophets; promising to swallow up 
death forever and to host a banquet for all people; a feast of life-giving sustenance And so, 
with all the company of heaven and earth we praise your holy name singing:   

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C ​ Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the meal Jesus shares with us, therefore ALL are welcome to attend 
communion. Blessings are offered to those who prefer not to receive communion. Grape juice and 
gluten free wafers are also available. Please, come down the center aisle and return by the side 
aisles. Place empty glasses in the baskets at the end of the first pew. 

P       ​Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMN  ​​ “I Am The Bread Of Life” (v 1,2,4 & 5)​ ​  ELW# 485 
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HYMN ​ ​ ​ “Amazing Grace / My Chains are Gone”  ​   arr. Joel Raney 
1  ​ Amazing grace, how sweet the sound​

That saved a wretch like me                           
I once was lost, but now I'm found​
Was blind, but now I see           

2  ​ 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear​
 And grace my fears relieved​
How precious did that grace appear​
The hour I first believed  CHORUS 

 

CHORUS 
My chains are gone, I've been set free​
My God, my Savior has ransomed me​
And like a flood His mercy reigns​
Unending love, amazing grace 

3 ​ The Lord has promised good to me               
His word my hope secures​
He will my shield and portion be​
As long as life endures.  CHORUS 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P ​ This has been no ordinary meal. It has been one in which we have been fed and nourished 

with the life of Jesus, our crucified and risen Lord. May we go from here, refreshed and eager, 
to share that life with others. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen 

BENEDICTION 
P​ Go in peace to love and serve our living Lord. 
C​ We go in the power of Christ’s resurrection. Alleluia! 
P​ May God, the creator of all life, Jesus Christ, the source of eternal life, and the Holy Spirit, the 

power in each and every life, bless you, this day and everyday. Christ is risen! 
C​ He is risen indeed! 

CLOSING HYMN   ​   ​    ​ “This Joy That I Have”  ​  
This joy that I have the world didn't give it to me (oh, oh, oh)​
This joy that I have the world didn't give it to me (don't you know that)​
This joy that I have the world didn't give it to me​
The world didn't give it, the world can't take it away! 
love, strength,  peace 
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lyrics & music by Shirley Caesar  

SENDING 
P ​ Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
C ​ Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE   ​ ​      
“Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music and visuals in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with  license #A-724872, Sundays and Seasons 
license SAS 006098 and CCLI license 2486365. 

 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME 
Welcome trombonist, Xander Soural. Thank you for sharing your musical talents during today’s 
worship service! 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
We will resume passing the peace during today’s service. 

ART PROJECTS                                                                                                           
St. Paul’s members created two meaningful art projects during Lent. Paper hearts are available in the 
Narthex beside a colorful framed art piece made from written prayers and concerns, symbolizing their 
release into joy and forgiveness. In addition, “Alleluia” ribbons buried before Ash Wednesday have 
been transformed into a banner on the Easter cross.           

OFFERING 
Please place your offering into the plates at the back of the Sanctuary. Pew cards are located in each 
pew next to the hymnal rack.  We are in the process of updating all records for attendance, email, 
address and phone. Please take a moment to fill out the card. Bring it forward during communion and 
place it on the plates near the communion cups. 

EASTER LILIES 
Easter Lilies will be available for pickup after today’s service. 

MAKERSPACE 
If you haven’t seen our MakerSpace on the lower level, please stop by and check it out. A summer 
schedule of projects will be available soon. 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE 
A visitation for Jackie Druckemiller will begin at Urbanski Funeral Home, 5055 Secor Rd, Toledo, Ohio 
from 3-8PM. On Saturday, April 11 will be a 11AM visitation in the St. Paul’s Sanctuary, followed by 
the Celebration of Life at noon. Lunch will be served after the service in the Gallery. If you would like 
to contribute a dessert, please see Kate, or sign up in the narthex. 
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LUNCH BUNCH 
Mark your calendars for Lunch Bunch on Sunday, 4/12 at noon. We will meet at Hot Sizzling Wok, 
2333 W Laskey Rd, Toledo, OH 43613. Reservations are needed; call Cindy at 419-270-9137 to 
RSVP or with questions.  

BIBLE STUDY 
Pastor Rebecca will lead a discussion based Bible Study on the first and third Sundays of the month 
beginning April 19. We will begin after church with a light lunch, followed by the study.  

CAFÉ GUEST NEEDS 
Café guests are in need of paperback books, men’s deodorant, socks and tennis shoes. Place 
donations in the kitchen. Our Cafe guests really love paperback books. Gently used men’s clothing is 
always appreciated. 

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS 
Donate to St. Paul’s each time you purchase groceries from Kroger at no additional cost to you. 
Create an online Kroger account and enter St. Paul’s Community Rewards Organization number 
(AS561) to automatically donate with each purchase when you use your Kroger loyalty card at 
checkout. https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards                                                          

ESTATE PLANNING 
To ensure St. Paul’s can continue to share the good news of Jesus into future generations please 
consider including a bequest to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Toledo in your estate planning. Thank you 
for your generosity! 
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CALENDAR 
SUNDAY – APRIL 5 
9:30 AM ​ Easter Brunch - Social Room 
10:15 AM ​ Easter Worship Service – Sanctuary 

MONDAY – APRIL 6 
9:30 AM       ​Café Volunteer Meeting - Social Room 
10:00 AM ​ Community Heart Café – Social Room 
12:00 PM​ Staff Meeting - Social Room 

WEDNESDAY – APRIL 8 
10:00 AM ​ Community Heart Café – Social Room 

THURSDAY– APRIL 9 - OFFICE CLOSED 
10:00 AM ​ Community Heart Café – Social Room 

FRIDAY – APRIL 10 - OFFICE CLOSED 
10:00 AM ​ Community Heart Café – Social Room 
3-8:00 PM​ Druckemiller Visitation - Urbanski Funeral Home, 5055 Secor Rd, Toledo, Ohio 

SATURDAY– APRIL 11 
11:00 AM​ Druckemiller Visitation - Sanctuary  
12:00 PM​ Celebration of Life - Sanctuary 
1:00 PM​ Celebration Luncheon - HeART Gallery 

SUNDAY – APRIL 12 
10:15 AM ​ Worship Service – Sanctuary 
12:00 PM​ Lunch Bunch - Hot Sizzling Wok, 2333 W Laskey Rd, Toledo, OH 43613 
 

 

 

EASTER LILIES - ​ In Memory of Walter Baney & James Browne from Brad & Darcy Browne 

 ​ ​ In Memory of Loved Ones from Becky Abtua 

In Memory of Loved Ones from Judi Dauer 

 ​ ​ ​ In Memory of Kenneth France Christ from Keith Christ 

In Memory of Chuck Atkins from Nancy Atkins.  

ANNIVERSARIES - None 

BIRTHDAYS - Terry Lesniewicz, Kayla Mills 
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