THE SPIRIT OF ST. PAUL'S

Written by Pastor Tim Philabaum
| B S Members and friends of St, Paul’s, brothers and sisters in Christ; It is my

honor to journey with you and Pastor Rebecca for a while here at St, Paul’s!
o | will be with you one Sunday a month, and one day a week while Pastor
dl Rebecca will be taking more of a leadership role and presence throughout
each month,
| have served as Pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church, Richmond, M|, and for a
W cood part of my ministry at Zoar Lutheran Church, Perrysburg, OH. It is my
N y "l oy to have Kate as my wife, who has been working with you in worship and
R S R e E R LU the Gallery for several years, We are blessed to have three children and five
grandchildren, scattered from both ends of the country, yet see ourselves in the Toledo area, Presently |
am also serving as the part time Interim at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Pemberville OH,
| love the season in which we are; the time of Lent and its preparation for the awesome event of Holy
Week, that time in which we see God’s love most clearly in Jesus: His love poured out for all humanity
(well, all creation} in the Bread and Wine of the Last Supper, in the Garden prayer and His subsequent
arrest; in the death He tock on my behalf (and on that of the world’s};, and in the joy of His Resurrection,
Jesus is the center of our faith, and these events at the end of Lent lead us into that truth, then send us
out with the only Good News this world needs to hear,
Then the season changes, and these beautiful months of cold and snow give way to God’s paintbrush,
and creation is renewed, Spring is such a delight and a gift, as God reminds us, even in creation, that God
continues to make all things new — even me..even you..even St, Paul’s! | look forward to our time
together, and | keep St. Paul’s in my prayers as together we await the Pastor that God is preparing to
come share with us in ministry and worship, Blessings to you!
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COMMUNITY HEART CAFE

Written by Café Director, Tommy Lytten.

Three mornings each week, our church kitchen comes alive
with purpose and fellowship. Community Heart Café

serves meals every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from ALL ARE WELCOME!
10:00-11:00 a.m,, The café serves free community
- . - meals every Monday, Wednesday and
For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat... Friday from 10AM - [1AM.
( — Matthew 25:35
A Growing Ministry
of Impact We welcome neighbors with dignity, compassion, and a warm

meal. This ministry is about more than food, it is about
connection, encouragement, and reflecting Christ's love in
* December - 761 guests practical ways, Behind every number is a story — a senior on a
- January - 631 guests fixed income, a family stretching their grocery budget, a

2207 guests served neighbor seeking fellowship, or someone simply in need of a
\ ) warm meal and a kind smile.

* November - 815 guests

LEFT: Dottie faithfully prepares fresh pancakes for our guests, serving with dedication and a joyful spirit.
CENTER: Tommy prepares hot breakfast items while stacks of pancakes are ready to serve, reflecting
teamwork and commitment in every meal.

RIGHT: Fresh casseroles, sides, and pancakes prepared with care and ready to welcome our guests.

Please make donations payable to Community Heart of Toledo and include “Café
Donation” in the memo line.
For more information or to volunteer, contact Cafe@stpaulstoledo.org
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PLENTY 4 ALL
Y

Written by Jack SoRelle

It is with great pleasure and the utmost gratitude to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church that | inform you
that the water tank you sponsored has been delivered and installed. Water is already being
used by a thankful community.

This water is especially important for the children of Ndhiwa, Kenya that Plenty4All serves. We
provide water and food to all children starting with the homeless. Qur Children’s Clubs provide
educational programs to teach children not just academics but also things like how to grow
food and how to purify water for drinking.

Thank you St. Paul’s Lutheran Church for your compassion, love and support!

This water will sustain life for many people now and into the future.

Delivery and installation of the portable water tank at the

Plenty4All Guest & Training Center.

Please make donations payable to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and include “Plenty4 All” in

the memo line. For additional information go to www.plenty4all.net or write us
at plenty4allcbo@gmail.com
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT UPDATE

Written by Jill Nidek
As many of you know, our congregation entered a
‘ new chapter in January with the retirement of
‘}-; Pastor Pete after 12 years of faithful leadership. We
20 are deeply grateful for his care, wisdom, and
TN welcoming spirit that walked with us through more
than a decade of ministry together, While we may
: miss the familiarity of his presence, we also
Pl recognize that every season in the life of a church
. brings new opportunities for growth, renewal, and

S _;\,a

—“' deepened faith, This is one of those seasons,

Times of transition can feel uncertain, Change
often stretches us beyond what is comfortable, Yet
LIRS B B A BB R L throughout scripture, we are reminded that God is
the Sanctuary. especially present in times of change (Isaiah 43:19)
guiding, shaping, and preparing His people for what comes next, Our church is not
standing still; we are actively and prayerfully moving forward.

Currently, we are blessed to be working with two interim pastors, Pastor Rebecca
and Pastor Tim, who are helping shepherd our congregation during this period. Their
willinghess to step in, share preaching responsibilities, provide pastoral care, and
offer guidance has been a tremendous gift. Transitional leadership requires
flexibility and collaboration, and we are grateful for the steady support they are
providing,

At the same time, our Transition Team continues to work diligently behind the
scenes. This dedicated group is prayerfully discerning who we are as a congregation
today and who we believe God is calling us to become., They are laying the
groundwork to prepare us for calling our next pastor. This process is thoughtful and
intentional, and it takes time. Not only does it take time to move through the various
stages and procedures set forth by the Synod, it also takes time because it matters
deeply - not just for the next few months or years, but for the long-term health and
vitality of our church. Please keep this team in your prayers as they continue their
important work,

In addition to preparing for future pastoral leadership, we are also taking a
meaningful step forward in expanding our ministry team. The decision to create and
hire for a new Community Engagement Director has been a long time in the making
and was approached with much prayer, thoughtful discussion, and careful
discernment,
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT UPDATE
S

This role represents our commitment to strengthening our connection both within
our congregation and beyond our church walls. Qur hope is that this position will
help us grow in service, outreach, and relationships in our broader community. We
believe that the church thrives not only when we gather for worship, but also when
we actively live out Christ’s love in tangible ways. Our new director, Meg Senecal, will
oversee programs established within the Community Heart of Toledo organization,
such as the Community Heart Cafe and Heart Callery, She is excited to step into this
new role and help us grow with purpose and promise for the future. Meg will be
introduced to the congregation on Sunday, March 8th,

Even in the midst of change, the heart of our church remains strong. Ministries
continue, worship continues, and fellowship continues, Behind every Sunday service,
every committee meeting, every outreach effort, every act of care, and every daily
task of regular church operations are faithful staff members, volunteers, and leaders
who are quietly doing the work that keeps our church moving forward. | want to take
a moment to thank all of you who are stepping up in big and small ways, Transition
seasons can sometimes mean extra responsibilities, extra meetings, and extra
flexibility. Your willingness to say “yes” during this time reflects the strength and
dedication of this congregation.

As your new church president, | feel both humbled and hopeful. Humbled by the
trust you have placed in me, and hopeful because | see the faithfulness and
resilience within this church family. As we walk through this time that the Synod
identifies as the Holy Pause, we are reminded to breathe, and to separate from what
“was” before considering what “is to come” through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
Let us embrace this season and remember that God is still at work among us. New
leadership will come, new opportunities for ministry will unfold, and together we
will continue building on the strong foundation that has already been laid.

Please continue to pray for our interim pastors, for our new Community Engagement
Director, for all church, gallery and cafe staff, for the Transition Team, for the future,
and for one another. Pray for wisdom, unity, patience, and vision, Most of all, pray
that we remain open to where God is leading us next,

THE DRUCKEMILLER FAMILY

To donate funds scan the QR code on the last page of this newsletter, choose your donation
amount, and include a note that the donation is for the Druckemillers.

Sign up to provide a meal at https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/mlérwk
Thank you very much for your continued support during this difficult time!
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HEART GALLERY NEWS

GALLERY MISSION STATEMENT

To use art and creativity as a means of ministry—fostering hope, building relationships, and sharing the
beauty of God’s love with the downtown and greater Toledo community,

LUNCH & LEARN
MONTHLY GATHERINGS

Our Lunch & Learn events offer meaningful
' entertainment, warm fellowship, and opportunities

to meet new friends in a welcoming
Christ-centered environment, Each month provides
inspiration for daily living with a variety of speakers
and exhibits, while creating space for connection,
encouragement, and joy, More than 100+ attend
each month and each donate $20+ when they
arrive,

Thanks to the faithful dedication of our St, Paul's volunteers, who lovingly prepare and serve

the meals rather than using catered services, we have raised $6,000 since September, Every

dollar collected directly supports our Community Café Free Lunch Program, extending

hospitality and nourishment to our neighbors in need,

We are also deeply grateful for the continued donations of clothing and personal hygiene

items each month, which further bless the Community HeART Café guests we serve,

Thank you to our faithful St Paul’s volunteers: Becky Abitua, Judi Dauer, Cheri Deal, Judy
Kolhoff, Freda Lang, Pattye & Bill Nicolls, Tim Philabaum, Donna Zbinden,

Together, we are building community, sharing hope, and making a
tangible difference. Thank you for joining with us in this ministry!

SUPPORT OUR MINISTRIES

DONATE

e Scanthe QR code on the back page of this newsletter to donate through PayPal,

e Mail a check payable to Community Heart Of Toledo, 428 N, Erie St, Toledo, OH 43604 include the
desired program (Community HeART Café, HeART Gallery or MakerSpace} in the memo line,

VOLUNTEER

e Tovolunteer in the Café, reach out to Tommy Lytten, café@stpaulstoledo.org,

e To volunteer in the MakerSpace or HeART Gallery, reach out to Kate Philabaum,

kate@stpaulstoledo.org,
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HEART GALLERY EVENTS
/All are welcome and\

encouraged to attend.

Thank you for your
faithfulness in
supporting our

ministries and

engaging with our

Rooted in Love; Growing in Purpose -
Lunch & Learn Thursday, Margch 19 at ngm \ local community! /

with menu celebrating National Women in History Month
INSPIRATIONAL CHRISTIAN AUTHORS: ANN CAVERA & BETTIE BOSWELL
RSVP to kate@stpaulstoledo.com

4 )

RSVPS NEEDED

All Lunch & Learn events require
RSVPs to ensure there is enough
food and space for everyone,
Email kate@stpaulstoledo.org
to RSVP or with questions.

LUNCH & LEARN

@ Lfetme of Vesign:
AT e

Thurs Apr 16 at 12pm

Chris Rilling, RATS, Retired Art Teachers &
Jeanette Oleksa, retired costume designer

with
menu inspired by art & theatre scenes

LR

LUNCH & LEARN
LOST EATERIES OF TOLEDO

THURS MAY 21

RSVP kate@stpaulstoledo.org
www.stpaulstoledo.org

12:00PM J
Uncover the rich history AR R S OLEUD
behind the city’s most | @& y
beloved dining spots ey iy Y INCLEMENT WEATHER
that have vanished over e 3 HT A .
time. 2 L . If Lucas Countyisata Level 2

; ' [ ] snow emergency, all church and

Speaker Tedd Long will ‘ o . .
offer a nostalgic journey /'\ B Gallery events, including
through local flavors. 4 .
Manygwi“ B fatindin : : worship, are cancelled.
our memory inspired e Closings will be posted on the
lunch menu! '

Reservations needed. ; i - St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
TR ERE Tcdd Long & VRS Facebook page.

www.heartgalleryandstudios.com St Pauls Lutheran | HeART Gallery
kate@stpaulstoledo.org 428 N. Erie » Toledo « free parking



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100067381172850&sk=live_videos
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100067381172850&sk=live_videos
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MEDIA & TECH UPDATE

Written by Michael Grupp-Verbon

Over the past year, my role in Media, Communications, and
Technology has continued to grow as we work to strengthen
both our in-person and online presence, Much of this work
happens behind the scenes, but each piece supports our
mission of clear communication, meaningful worship, and
strong community connection,

On the media side, we have continued refining our
livestream system to improve reliability and quality. This %

includes meonitoring internet stability, adjusting streaming [ 2EuE AT ERRET R T
settings, and optimizing camera placement and audio

routing, We are currently operating with a multi-camera setup that allows viewers at
home to experience worship in a more engaging and immersive way, Ongoing testing
and troubleshooting ensure that Sunday mornings run smoothly and that archived
services are accessible throughout the week,

In addition to weekly worship support, | have been reviewing and organizing our digital
media files — including photos, video recordings, and event materials — to create a
more consistent archive, This ensures that important church moments are preserved
and easily accessible for future communications and historical record,

On the communications side, | have been updating website content, improving
navigation, and preparing transitional messaging where needed (such as updates related
to Nativity Hall and event scheduling}. Clear online communication helps members and
visitors quickly find accurate information about services, events, and ministries, | have
also assisted with social media posting and digital announcements to maintain
consistency across platforms,

From a technology standpoint, | have been researching internet service options and
internal network improvements to strengthen our infrastructure, Reliable connectivity is
foundational to nearly everything we do — from livestreaming and presentations to
office operations. | have also been evaluating hardware needs, organizing equipment,
and documenting procedures so that our systems are sustainable long-term and not
dependent on one person’s memory,

Beyond worship services, | continue to support special events, meetings, and ministry
activities that require audico/visual setup, projection, or technical coordination, Whether
it's a hybrid meeting, a community gathering or a festival event, the goal is to make the
technology invisible so that the focus remains on ministry,

Looking ahead, priorities include continued livestream reliability improvements, clearer
documentation of systems and workflows, and exploring cost-effective ways to
strengthen both internal communications and public outreach,

Denise and | feel deeply blessed to spend our time serving alongside this congregation,
It is a privilege to use our gifts in media, music, and technology to help share God’s
Word and support the ministries of St. Paul’s, Thank you for your continued
encouragement, trust, and partnership as we serve together,
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HOLY WEEK EVENTS

—IAPRIL
o
00'3 5PM GOOD FRIDAY

— | APRIL
O 5§ 9:30AM EASTER BRUNCH
ol 10:15AM WORSHIP

We invite you to experience Holy Week "’
at St Pauls, concluding with a joyful -
Easter Sunday Brunch and worship o
celebration.

While here, visit our MAKERSPACE, a
creative hub where people of all ages
can design, build, repair or take a class
from a local artist.

Everyone is welcome!
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PASTOR'S RETIREMENT PARTY

y ~
Happy retirement ! Hang up the robe,
keep the swagger, and enjoy the good life!
b You’re a true Aussie legend -
cheers to the next chapter!

-~




CELEBRATE WITH US
I

WELCOME! ANNIVERSARIES BIRTHDAYS
We are committed to you, the
community, and the world MARCH
around us, We believe God’s love Bob & Jacki Druckemiller
embraces all persons equally, ho MARCH
matter their age, ethnicity, race, APRIL D'Arcy Leona N
abilities, gender identity, gender Dan & Sandy Lazenby y ANye
expression, sexual orientation, Jan Yogelpohl
citizen status, political leanings, MAY Sam Gilbert Ir
religious expression, or any other Jeanne & Terry Lesniewicz Rachael Jaegly
bou_ndaries _the world uses t_o Pattye & Bill Nicolls Betty Moser
decide who is worthy and who is Matt Brace
not, We are striving to be open - Marie Bo
and inclusive, We commit to Scanthe QR code to view . WEES
loving YOU and caring for YOU | | Ra&E _‘ the article featuring our Barb Hillyer
by showing YOU the love of||i& © mural “Awakening”
Jesus that we have received S symbol meanings &
freely from God. additional photos. APRIL

Tim Philabaum

LUNCH BUNCH Kate Philabaum

Terry Lesniewicz
All are welcome to join us for these outings. Watch your email Kayla Mills
and church bulletins for the restaurant of the month, We hope Don Miller
to see you then! Judy Kolhoff
Brooke Miller

Mark your calendars!
John Schult

e March 8 - Te-kela Restaurant in Sylvania
o April 12 - Location TBD
e May10 - Cancelled due to Mother’s Day

Reservations are needed to Cindy Rockwell {419-270-9137).

MAY

Jan Montrie

Mary Arin
g ESTATE PLANNING A Judi Dauer

Pattye Nicolls

To ensure St. Paul’s continues to share the good news of Jesus
into future generations please consider including a bequest to
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Toledo in your estate planning.

\_ Thank you for your generosity! Y, Send SUMMER Uune, July &

August} edition Spirit
submissions to

M E M O RIALS (]2/] _3/4) office@stpaulstoledo.org

Submissions must be
received by 5/13.

In Memory of Betty Kozak - Ed & Susan Tober, Tom & Linda

Calcamuggio
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Directions & Parking

428 N Erie St * N
View larger map

L
~

Parking Downtown
If visiting MON - SAT 7AM - 4PM request parking validation from

the office to use the Kwik Park lot beside the church.
Paid on street parking is also available.

Wheelchair accessible entrances are available through the red main
Sanctuary entrance off Erie (the far right door with small ramp} and
from the parking lot entrance. If entering through the parking lot
entrance, go through the Secial Room.

The church with a heart in the heart of downtown Toledo.

St.Paul's

Lutheran Church
4% N, Erie S5t
Toledo, OH 43604

Contact Us

St. Paul's Lutheran Church
428 N. Erie St
Toledo, OH 43604
{]19-243-4214

office@stpaulstoledo.org
www.stpaulstoledo.org

Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9AM - 3PM

Worship
Sundays 10:15AM led by
Pastor Rebecca West-Estell
Tim Philabaum

Watch Services
St. Paul's Facebook Page

Facebook Pages
St Paul's Lutheran Church
HeART Gallery & Studios
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