MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE
APRIL 2, 2026 - 5:00 PM

Service led by Pastor Rebecca West-Estell
Music provided by Kate Philabaum

Jesus washing disciples feet by Father Sieger Koder

“This is my command: that you love one another as | have loved you.”
John 15.12

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
428 N. ERIE ST
TOLEDO, OH 43604



PRELUDE “Pie Jesu” from Requiem by Andrew Lloyd Webber

This evening we gather with Christians around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death
and resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the central focus is
his commandment that we live out the promise of love embodied in this meal. As Jesus washed his
disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and receive love in humble service to one another. Formed
into a new body in Christ through this holy meal, we are transformed by the mercy we have received
and carry it into the world. Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the coming days.

GREETING

P Dearly Beloved, sisters and brothers in Christ, in this Holy Three Days, we proclaim the
mystery of our faith as we behold the great love of Jesus, and contemplate his call for us to
love one another. As Jesus faced his death with humility, compassion and grace, pray that we
may watch with him in his passion.

Let us pray. Set us free from our bondage to self, that by your grace we may enter into the
fellowship of his suffering, trusting in your grace alone. Grant that in his spirit we may freely
serve one another in all lowliness, for the sake of your will.

C Amen.
OPENING HYMN ‘Jesus Is A Rock In A Weary Land” ELW #333
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: WEARY LAND, African American spiritual

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P

Cc

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin,
death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to
which we were called at baptism. Within the community of the church, God never wearies of
forgiving sin and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against
God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God
and with one another.

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may
live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment,
to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will
to serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



FIRST READING: EXODUS 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14 (read by volunteer)

Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of Passover. This
festival featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to protect God’s people from
the threat of death. The early church described the Lord’s supper using imagery from the Passover,
especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb who delivers God'’s people from sin and death.

R1 'The Lorp said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2“This month shall mark for you the
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. *Tell the whole congregation
of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each
household. *If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.
*Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from
the goats. ®You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled
congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. “They shall take some of the blood and put it
on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. ¥ They shall eat the lamb
that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.
°Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and
inner organs. "®You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the
morning you shall burn with fire. "' This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals
on your feet, and your staff in your hand, and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the
Lorb. '?| will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and | will strike down every firstborn in
the land of Egypt, from human to animal, and on all the gods of Egypt | will execute judgments:
| am the Lorp. " The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when | see
the blood, | will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when | strike the land of Egypt.
““This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the
Lorb; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.”

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-26 (read by volunteer)

In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate fellowship with Christ and with one
another because it involves his body given for us and the new covenant in his blood. Faithful
participation in this meal is a living proclamation of Christ’s death until he comes in the future.

R2  ZFor | received from the Lord what | also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night
when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, *and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” #In the same way he
took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 2For as often as you eat this bread and drink the
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

GOSPEL: JOHN 13:1-17, 31B-35 (read by Pastor)

The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned elsewhere:
Jesus performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and urging them to do the same
for one other.

P "It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to
the end. 2The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the
son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. ® Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his
power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; “so he got up from the
meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. ° After that, he poured
water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was
wrapped around him.



®He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”

" Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what | am doing, but later you will understand.”

8“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”

Jesus answered, “Unless | wash you, you have no part with me.”

°“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”

1% Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is
clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” " For he knew who was going to betray
him, and that was why he said not everyone was clean. ' When he had finished washing their feet,
he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand what | have done for you?” he
asked them. "*“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,” and rightly so, for that is what | am. *Now that |,
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. '°| have
set you an example that you should do as | have done for you. " Very truly | tell you, no servant is
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. ' Now that you
know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.

MEDITATION Pastor Rebecca West-Estell
HYMN “Lord Whose Love In Humble Service” (v 1 - 3) ELW# 712
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Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984
Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © Oxford University Press



HAND WASHING

P Lord Jesus, you washed your disciples’ feet, and now you ask us to do the same. Your hands
held the suffering, and your hands bore the wounds of love. As we wash our hands, show us

how our hands may be offered to heal, love, and serve our neighbors.

The Washing of Hands reflects the words of Peter: “Lord, not my hands only, but also my

head and my heart.” Pass the dampened towel as instructed.

HYMN “When You Woke that Thursday Morning” (v 1-3) Marty Haugen
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (read responsively between pastor & congregation)

P

On this night when Jesus gave us a new commandment to love one another, let us bring our
prayers before the One whose love knows no bounds.

A brief silence.

Gracious host, you knelt to wash your disciples’ feet. Cleanse us from pride and
self-centeredness, and teach us to love one another as you have loved us. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Creator God, the earth is yours and everything in it. Awaken us to care for all you have made
and conserve the rich diversity of your good creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the nations, guide the world’s leaders in the ways of justice and peace. Where they
wield power unjustly, confront them. Where they are indifferent to suffering, awaken their
conscience. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Compassionate One, embrace all who are lonely or in captivity, comfort the grieving, and
relieve those in pain. Draw near to all who suffer (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Blessed redeemer, we give you thanks for this community of faith, and for all who gather
around your table of grace. Unite us in love for you and for one another. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Eternal God, we praise you for the great cloud of witnesses who now rest from their labors. At
the last, gather us with them at your heavenly banquet. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, confident that you will strengthen us by your Spirit to
love one another as Christ has loved us. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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God is with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to God.

Let us give thanks to the Holy One, our God.

It is good and beautiful to give God our praise.

Blessed are you, O God, Creator of the Universe, Infinite Love at the heart of all things. You have
given us the gifts of earth and food, of life and blessing, and we thank you. We ask your blessing
for each person gathered here, and for those whom we do not see— for family and ancestors, for
travelers and sojourners, for people in far off lands, for immigrants and strangers, prisoners and
laborers, for all the faithful and their pastors, for teachers and healers, for our enemies and those
whom we do not understand, and for those people to whom you will send us in humble, loving
service. For all your saints, known to us and unknown, we give thanks and pray that in this meal
we may be made one. For your covenant of love, we give you thanks. For the gift of Creation, for
your faithful providence, and for your mighty acts of salvation, we thank you. As the grains of wheat
are gathered and made into one loaf, so in this meal we are one in the love of Jesus, the Body of
Christ. And so with all your Beloved, we praise you with one voice:

HOLY HOLY HOLY

Cc

Holy, holy, holy One, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is Jesus, your Christ, who comes in your name, who embodies your love among us, who
gives himself to us for heavenly food. Jesus taught us of the Realm of your grace, the banquet of
your generous love. He healed our bodies, our souls, our relationships, and set us free from our
fear. On the night in which he gave himself for us, he gathered his beloved for a meal. In our fear
and isolation he made a community. In the face of injustice he showed generosity. Against the
powers of evil he shared love. Amidst our betrayal he gave a feast of self-giving. Though divine,
Christ did not cling to equality with God, but in complete self-emptying took the form of a servant,
becoming humble to the point of death, even death on a cross.

In the bread we feast on the love of Christ; and in the cup we drink of his sacrifice for us, and of the
cup of pain and sorrow that all must drink who dare to love. Fill us with the wine of gratitude, O
God, that we may both drink and share the cup of compassion. In offering his body and blood to
us, Jesus enters into our suffering. Therefore we pray for all who suffer, for you, O God, are one
with them. Be with us in all our sorrows, O Christ, and all who watch or wait this night. Be with
those who are sick or poor, in grief or afraid, those who are imprisoned or enslaved, victims of
torture, persecution or oppression, those who suffer from addiction or violence. Gentle Christ, we
thank for your great love, for which you suffered the torture of the cross. In your presence may all
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who suffer find hope and courage and come to know the true promise of resurrection.

Gracious God, in Christ you have renewed your Covenant to be our God and to be with us in
blessing eternally. You have brought about your new Passover: for it was Christ who offered
himself as the Passover lamb, that the power of death may pass over us, and that, in your suffering
for our sin, all condemnation be destroyed.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and cup, that they may be for us the Body and
Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Renew your Spirit within us, O God, grant us the peace of Christ,
and unite us with all who share in this meal.

C May your Spirit live in us, that we may be fearless in love, and unafraid to give of ourselves.
Make us your humble servants for the healing of the world, according to your will. May your
Word be made flesh by all your holy Church, in the love of Christ and the power of the Holy

Spirit.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

SHARING THE HOLY MEAL

Holy Communion is the meal Jesus shares with us, therefore ALL are welcome to attend communion.
Blessings are offered to those who prefer not to receive communion. Grape juice and gluten free wafers are

also available. Please, come down the center aisle and return by the side aisles. Place empty glasses in the
baskets at the end of the first pew.

HYMN “As the Grains of Wheat” Marty Haugen
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(c) 1986 Straightway Music

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving power of your

suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your body and blood so work in us
that the fruits of your redemption will show forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
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STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR ‘John 19” from Superstar by Andrew Lloyd Webber

Please remain seated during the Stripping of the Altar.

DISMISSAL
P We go forth in silence. We meet again tomorrow evening at 5pm with the Good Friday Service of
Darkness.

“Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music and visuals in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-724872, Sundays and Seasons
license SAS 006098.”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERING
Please place your offering and pew cards into the plates at the back of the Sanctuary.

MAKERSPACE

If you haven'’t seen our MakerSpace on the lower level, please stop by and check it out.
A summer schedule of projects will be available soon.

ARTWORK

Art pieces in the narthex are prints of “The Stations of the Cross” by Father Segier
Kudor, a Catholic priest from Germany, who was also an artist and silversmith.

LUNCH BUNCH

Mark your calendars for Lunch Bunch on Sunday, 4/12 at noon. Hot Sizzling Wok, 2333
W Laskey Rd, Toledo, OH 43613. Reservations are needed; call Cindy at 419-270-9137
to RSVP or with questions.

BIBLE STUDY

Bible study with Pastor Rebecca will resume the first and third Sundays of the month
beginning April 19. We will begin with a light lunch followed a discussion based Bible
Study. The theme will be announced soon!

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services will be at 5PM in the Sanctuary. Easter
Brunch is 4/5 at 9:30 AM and Worship service at 10:15AM.

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

The Celebration for Life for Jackie Druckemiller will be Saturday, April 11. Lunch will be
served following the service. If you would like to contribute a dessert, please see Kate.

EASTER LILIES
Easter Lilies will be available for pickup after the Easter Service, Sunday, 4/5.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
We will resume passing the peace during service on Easter Sunday!

CAFE GUEST NEEDS

Café guests are in need of paperback books, men’s deodorant, socks and tennis shoes.
Place donations in the kitchen. Thank you for loving our community! Our Cafe guests

really love paperback books. All donations are very appreciated!
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