THE SPIRIT OF ST. PAUL'S

Written by Pastor Pete Bowmer

| read a story in an online newspaper the other day. It went like this....
“A few summers ago, my friend Frederico texted me saying his family was having a casual BBQ at the
park near the lake, | was tired from work but thought, hey, coke, sun, burgers why not? | arrive, and
immediately | am greeted by music, laughter and the smell of grilled meat, People are tossing frisbees,
kids are running around with popsicles, and a golden retriever is chasing its own tail. Someone waves at
me and hands me a coke, saying “Glad you made it, buddy!” | take it, thinking wow, Frederico’s family
really knows how to treat friends, | start helping to flip burgers on the grill, chatting with a man who
keeps giving me tips like I've done this a hundred times before, An older lady keeps calling me
“sweetheart” and asking me about my job. I'm nodding laughing, And trying to look like | belong,
Everything feels super normal. | even help set up some chairs and hand out some napkins, After like 20
minutes, a little girl hands me a plate of food and says “You're my favorite new unclel” | chuckle
awkwardly and play along. I'm genuinely starting to enjoy myself,

Then Frederico texts me; “Where are you?” | glance at my phone and panic a little,

I'm literally at the BBQ, what’s he talking about? | respond “At the park by the lake, chilling with your
family. Frederico replies: “Bro..we're literally at the next picnic table over” | freeze. | look around,
Everyone’s smiling, waving, inviting me to try the potato salad. Then it hits me. | have no idea who these
people are. The kids. The adults, the lady calling me “sweetheart” They're not Frederico’s family. I'm at a
completely different family’s BBQ. | tried to apologize; Uh...guys...| think I'm at the wrong” And suddenly
the group bursts out laughing, "Wrong? Nah, you fit the vibe, Stay!” one of the dads says.

Well the guy eventually goes to the correct BBQ but to this day he still gets tagged in photos from the
other family’s annual picnic as they remember their accidental guest. | love this story of the BBQ
bandit! Somehow, for me, it encapsulates our Christian walk, We are all strangers, But because of Jesus,
we are all family, We are all guests at the BBQ because of Jesus, So this Christmas, come and eat and
drink with us at 5t Paul's! Come to the Nativity festival, Come to the concerts, Come to worship, once
there, eat and drink, because Jesus is our guest, and he wants each and everyone of you to join in!
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COMMUNITY HEART CAFE
I

Written by Pete Bowmer

We welcome Tom Lytten as the new Heart Cafe Director. Tom is transitioning into the position
while Pastor Pete moves closer to retirement. Tom has excellent people and organizational
skills which will be a blessing to the Cafel In other news, we survived the government shutdown!
The foodbank of Northwest Ohio continues to be our main

source of supplies. Lately meat, eggs and milk have been

extremely short in supply. Despite this no one ever misses ALL ARE WELCOME!

out on a nutritious meal at the Cafe. Thanks tO sOMme [ Ty T L e ¢ (T 1T
generous donors, Thanksgiving with all the ‘fixings REUCEIECTGRIELEERTACLEEEEET
brought joy to all our guests. Friday from 10AM - 11AM.

Recently Kenny's truck has needed some major repairs.

We thank Kenny, our Custodian, for his willingnhess to use his truck to pick up pallets of food
from Foodbank. What a generous and good natured soul Kenny has! Once again we are
reminded that God is good all the time, We expect 2026 to be another year where we are able
to supply 12,000 meals to guests at the Heart Cafe. We are blessed to be a blessing!

A MESSAGE FROM OUR MEDIA COORDINATOR

Hello everyone! My name is Michael Grupp-Verbon, and I'm
grateful to serve as the Media Coordinator here at St. Paul's
Lutheran Church. Over the past months, I've had the pleasure of
working alongside so many of you on livestreams, website updates
and social media, event promotions, and special projects that help
share the heart of St. Paul’s with the wider community. This role
has been both a joy and a blessing, Not only do | genuinely enjoy
the creative and technical sides of media work, but it has also
given me a renewed sense of purpose. It's deeply meaningful to
help communicate our church’s mission—to connect, inspire, and
reach people through stories, music, and worship. Every Sunday
and every project feels like a chance to do something that
matters. One of the best parts of being part of this community is the people. I've loved
meeting so many of you — each conversation, smile, and collaboration makes me feel
even more at home. For those | haven’t had the opportunity to meet yet, I'm really
looking forward to connecting soon, My wife, Denise, and | have both felt truly
welcomed into the congregation. We're so thankful for the warmth, kindness, and
encouragement we've experienced since joining St. Paul’s. It's a wonderful feeling to be
part of a church that values both tradition and creativity, faith and fellowship. I'm
excited for all that lies ahead as we continue to grow and share God’s message together.
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PLENTY 4 ALL

Written by Jack SoRelle

Plenty4All has always been about feeding every child on this planet and the Plenty4All Co-ops
are a tool to empower communities to feed their children. We have been most successful in
Kenya where Pollycap Ogalo has organized 3 different grassroots farming communities. Each of
these Co-ops have programs to feed homeless children, get them off the streets and provide
them with an education through our Children's Clubs. Twice a year funds are sent to each
Plenty4All Co-op for seeds to plant that will feed entire communities. Funding for educational
materials in the Children's Clubs and fees to send children to public schools is sent once a year.
At this time of year $200 is sent to each Co-op to purchase seeds to grow fast-growing
vegetables and two month bean seeds that will help sustain them during the dry months of
January and February, Timing of crop planting is critical, especially where water is scarce,

When the Plenty4All Guest and
Training Center is completed, a
series of training programs are
planned for both adults and youth
leaders from each of the Co-ops,
They will be able to learn many
skills from Pollycap as he has
implemented many projects on his
ownh farm that they currently do
not have and they could benefit
- from starting. Such things as
regenerative farming methods,
producing methane from cow
manure for cooking, beekeeping,
dehydrating food with a solar food
dehydrator, root cellar
construction and upgraded 12 volt
- solar electric power,

‘ ~ Funds were secured to complete

the rainwater collection system

/' and the solar electric system for

the Plenty4All Guest and Training

Center., Qur most recent efforts

have focused on hanging the inside doors and plastering the walls. Its beginning to look
suitable for guests!
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Interior construction of the Plenty4All Guest & Training Center

Please make donations payable to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and include “Plenty4 All” in

the memo line. For additional information go to www.plenty4all.net or write us

at plenty4allcbo@gmail.com
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SUNDAY READINGS

DECEMBER 7 JANUARY 18
Isaiah 11:1-10 Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 Psalm 40:1-11
Romans 15:4-13 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
Matthew 31-12 John 1:29-42
DECEMBER 14 JANUARY 25
[saiah 35:1-10 Isaiah 9:1-4
Psalm 146:5-10 Psalm 271, 4-9
James 5:7-10 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 112-11 Matthew 412-23
DECEMBER 21 FEBRUARY 1
Isaiah 7:10-16 Micah 61-8
Psalm 801-7, 17-19 Deolm 15
Romans 1:1-7 1 Cori niﬁig;s 118-31
DECEMBER 28
Isaiah 6379 FEBRUARY 8
Psalm 148 Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]
Psalm 112:1-9 [10]

Hebrews 2:10-18
Matthew 2:13-23

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-18]

Matthew 5:13-20

JANUARY 4
Jleremiah 317-14 FEBRUARY 15
Psalm 147:12-20 Exodus 2412-18
Ephesians 1:3-14 Psalm 2
John 1:[1-9110-18 2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9
JANUARY 11 anew
Isaiah 42:1-9 FEBRUARY 22
Psalm 29 Genesis 2:15-17: 31-7
Acts 10:34-43 Psalm 32
Matthew 313-17 Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11

Did you know?

In 1978 the city of Toledo and state of Ohio wanted to purchase our church location to
construct the Government Center building that now stands at the north corner of Adams and
Erie Street, They would pay for the construction of a new church at that location, This offer

was presented to the congregation along with a drawing of what the new church would lke,
The congregation unanimously voted it down and St. Paul’s has since become a historical
land mark,
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

Written by Randy Hutchinson

As we transition into a new era at St. Paul’s with Pete’s retirement, we can do so with
confidence in our financial future. As most of you probably know, we received a
substantial bequest in 2025 which will provide us with financial sustainability for the
foreseeable future,

While many traditional congregations struggle to stay afloat financially, St. Paul’s is
blessed to have an endowment with a balance that allows us to move forward
confident in our ability to meet our ongoing financial obligations.

However, congregational sustainability requires more than just a large balance in our
bank account, This blessing comes with a responsibility to practice wise stewardship
of our resources, and an obligation to build a ministry that serves the community and
spreads the gospel,

For several years now, | have consistently given year end treasurer’s reports that
showed we finished the year under budget. There is no doubt that our staff and
membership have been frugal and managed our resources wisely, and | would
certainly expect that to continue. But we now have the resources to think and act
boldly to grow our ministry.

If you review the two budgets (St. Paul’'s and Community Heart), it would seem as
though we need $867,500 to fund the 2026 budget, however the seed grant money
going from St, Paul’'s to Community Heart is in essence “the same money in different
pockets”, resulting in an actual expenditure need of $706,000. This is also a worse case
scenario in that some of the employment positions budgeted for in this budget have
not yet been filled and will likely not be filled only for a portion of the year and
possibly not at all in 2026,

For the last several years St. Paul’s has not carried any debt, however we will be using a
line of credit to finance the elevator upgrades. The reasoning behind this decision is
that our return on our investments seem likely to exceed the interest rate we pay on
our debt (resulting in a net profit for the church}. So, you will see a debt servicing line
item in the 2026 budget.

How then do we fund the $706,000 budget for 20267 It is expected that our Raymond
James investment will provide $500,000 yearly income, we will receive $43,200
parking lot rent, and we receive $20,000 annually from the Bob Storer gift, which
totals $563,200, and leaves us in need of $142,800 in contributions, grants, memorials
and earned income (ie building rental, income from Gallery events, etc}). This seems
an attainable goal and leaves the investment principal stable at the same amount.

God has seen fit to provide us with this financial blessing and | believe we are
expected to invest these gifts we have been given in growing our ministry. We are all
familiar with the Bible story of the three servants who were given 10, 5 and 1 coin, and
how the servant that buried his coin rather than growing it was reprimanded. God
expects us to use our resources well to build, invest in and grow our ministry to
benefit the community and spread the gospel. Reach out with any questions.
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HEART GALLERY HIGHLIGHTS
o

Written by Kate Philabaum

This past year has been one of creativity, compassion, and connection, Through our gallery exhibits,
community events, and outreach programs, it has been a celebration of growing new community
connections and honoring the shared history we're building with old friends. None of this would have
been possible without the generosity of our volunteers, artists, community partners and donors who give
so freely of their time, talent, and resources,

GALLERY MISSION STATEMENT

To use art and creativity as a means of ministry—fostering hope, building relationships, and sharing the
beauty of God’s love with the downtown and greater Toledo community,

GALLERY & MAKERSPACE HIGHLIGHTS

Hosted six rotating exhibitions, featuring local and regional artists, and a variety of
speakers on topics of interest to our local community.,

Welcomed over 2,200 visitors to gallery events and community receptions, with steadily
increased attendance at Lunch & Learn monthly events,

Now preparing to host the 6th Annual Nativity Festival — showcasing 800 nativities and 50
decorated trees, with three Sunday Candlelight Concerts, three Friday night gallery “Carols
and Cocktails” events, and two “Nativi-Teas".

Introduced new MakerSpace workshops, including ceramics, painting, and popular “Craft and
Crave” events this summer that included pairing a local chef and artist for a uniquely themed
evening,

Supported local artists-in-residence at the 2024 Nativity Festival and faith-based makers
through NCVA (Network of Christians in the Visual Arts},
Improved exterior of the church building through landscaping and a parking lot mural with

the help of volunteers at the Party In The Parking lot, while also assembling crock pot soup
meals for café families,

Parthered with the Toledo Museum of Artfor a “baby dragon” glass blowing experience,

Held four Youth Service Learning Camps this summer for an urban experience,

Michael Grupp-Verbon’s addition to St Paul's staff has elevated our Lunch & Learn programs by
providing excellent sound, video and photo assistance,

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION & DONOR APPRECIATION

Our ministry thrives because of the caring hands and hearts of our volunteers, This year, over 80
volunteers contributed more than 2,500 hours of service, From setting up exhibitions to serving meals,
greeting guests, decorating trees, or leading workshops—volunteers make this ministry shine, We are
deeply grateful to those who give financially or through gifts of art, materials, and sponsorship, The use of
Thrivent grants organized by Freda Lang has been extremely helpful to sustain our ministry and expands
its reach,

Volunteers have met weekly to sort donated Christmas items; pack, sort, label, and move 1000 nativities,
organize the gym and 4th floor storage; recycle; plaster and paint, Special thanks to Wayne Ludwig for his
consistent efforts with KWIK Park getting additional handicapped spaces, free parking for gallery events,
and financial support for outdoor improvements,
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NATIVITY FESTIVAL EVENTS

-2

SAVE THE DATE « 700 NATIVITIES « DECORATED TREES ) ' 2
(2 llfe bemnd the nattv‘ty

d 'Dec 11~& 13 at 11am followdgby NaWi

W . X ;.sup lm:thl dallwltfc cf Mhhcm tl,uimgh the' hativity
-3 story! U i figures, Kate Philab bri
Idays Su ndqys 4pm 7pm to life Q!bllcol ?nd‘ archaeological insights ub::tmfarm'llzi

DEC 5 2] g!ogrcphy, ‘and village life—introducing, characters like

~ shepherd boys Micah and Jareth, innkeepers Thaddeus

 and Elizabeth, and local weavers, bakers, potters, and
field hands. Reservations needed to kate@stpaulstoledoorg

Thursday Nativi-Teas 1lam L
Dec 11&18 \
reservations needed to kate@stpaulstoledo.org

PP « y 2Ta ~ Re Ly e
Friday Concerts 5:30pm s
retro Tiedtke’s Christmas counter & carol singing '
Dickens "Christmas Carol” 180" anniversary exhibit

Dec 5 Tapestry harp & guitar
Dec 12 Carol sing-along with Ben Delong Bang

Dec 19 Carol sing-a-long with SonFire Praise Band INCLEMENT WEATHER

o ned (| c ‘
Q avy sorte 3 AR ucas County is at a Level 2 snow
bundd‘\ Concerts 4pln"ﬂ’1"ﬂ ;"%t\ §;§Li\,i.‘.\ 4 emergency, all church and Gallery
Dec 7 Academy Brass & Organ g .

Dec 14 Asteria Strings =N ;l/ events, including worship, are
Dec 21 Siberian Solstice B cancelled. Closings will be posted on

Free Admission « Donations appreciated ) : el the St Paul’s Lutheran Church
v Ll
St. Pauls Lutheran « 428 N. Erie » Toledo \ \i d/ Facebook page.
www.stpaulstoledo.org kote@stpculstoledooré,_ dﬁ ViR > g
- ()

L
Y
DECEMBER

UIROLS & COCKTAIIS ™ s

(OOKIES & COFFEE
DECEMBER DECENBER

R VIEW 800 NAVITIES FROM AROUND THE WORLD SONFIRE PRAISE BAND
50 DECORATED TREES « TIEDTKES RETRO CHRISTMAS COUNT
4-7PM + CAROL SINGING 5:30 - 6:30PM

St Pauls Lutheran - 428 N. Erie - Toledo Free Parking - Admission by donation + Handicap accessible
www.stpaulstoledo.org kate@stpaulstoledo.org
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HEART GALLERY EVENTS

LUNCH & LEARN\

| THURSDAY, JANUARY 15 - 12 PM
Inspired by The Sound of Music
song, "My Favorite Things", our
! January exhibit showcases twelve
volunteers and their favorite
o Collections — celebrating the
ld stories behind both the ordinary
and extraordinary.

| An antique appraiser will give us
insight into what's valuable and
trending in the market with our
favorite collectibles,

This casual gathering begins at noon with lunch, A short presentation on the gallery
exhibit follows at 1230, Lunch is by donation and parking is free,

To volunteer or RSVP for the Nativity Festival or upcoming Gallery events, reach out to Kate,

Event reservations are needed to ensure proper accommodations.

CHURCH BASEMENT

BINGO BASH

LUNCH & LEARN - ONE ACT COMEDY WITH

BINGO GAMES & PRIZES

On Bingo night at St Joseph’s, the colorful “regulars” dish dirt, giggle like
school girls and share old memories (unless Father Mac is within earshot)!

THURSDAY, FEB 19,2026 DOORS OPEN AT 11:30AM
HeART Gallery « St Pauls Lutheran Church
428 N Erie » Toledo

stpaulstoledo.org reservations to kate@stpaulstoledo.okg
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PASTOR'S RETIREMENT PARTY

SAVE THE DATE

PASTOR PETE'S
RETIREMENT PARTY

Please join us as we gather in
thanksgiving and fellowship to
honor the retirement of Pastor
G : D AY M AT E' Pete Bowmer. After years of
*  faithful service and dedication,
we will celebrate this milestone

YOUREINVITED  sssrervnsiourof
T0 THE PARTY! B

Date: Sunday, Jan. 25, 2026

Time: Worship 10:15am
Brunch 11:30am

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

428 North Erie Street, Toledo

RSVP: kate@paulstoledo.org
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CONNECT WITH US

GOOD GRIEF OF NORTHWEST OHIO FUNDRAISER

Pattye Nicolls is selling decorated cookies during
the holiday season in order to raise funds for Good

=] Grief of Northwest Ohio. Samples of decorated
cookies can be viewed at PattyBakes website g

www.pattyebakes cookies.com and Facebook page.

LUNCH BUNCH

Lunch Bunch has resumed! We hope you can join us for these outings, Watch your email and
church bulletins for the restaurant of the month, weather permitting. Hope to see you then!
Mark your calendars for the upcoming Lunch Bunch Outings!

e December - Cancelled

e January1l- Ye Olde Durty Bird, 2 S, St, Clair St, Toledo, OH 43604
e February 8 - Location TBD

Reservations are needed to Cindy Rockwell (419-270-9137).

ESTATE PLANNING

To ensure St. Paul’s continues to share the good news of Jesus into future generations please
consider including a bequest to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Toledo in your estate planning.

Thank you for your generosity!

SUPPORT THE DRUCKEMILLER FAMILY

Scan the QR code on the last page of this newsletter, choose your donation amount, and
include a note that the donation is for the Druckemillers,

Sign up to provide a meal at
Thank you very much for your continued support during this difficult time!

. CHILDREN'S TEDDY BEAR DONATIONS

& fJudy Kolhoff and Dan are collecting teddy bears ($10-20} or money
-~ ~donations and prayers for the children in Russell J. Ebeid Toledo

7 %' Children's Hospital for Christmas. 100% of your donations go directly to
_: the children. Let's provide care & joy during this challenging season!
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CELEBRATE WITH US
I

WELCOME! ANNIVERSARIES
We are committed to you, the
community, and the world DECEMBER

Jan & Larry Montrie
Amanda & Tyler Nye

around us, We believe God’s love
embraces all persons equally, no
matter their age, ethnicity, race,

abilities, gender identity, gender JANUARY
expression, sexual orientation, Jack & Judi Dauer
citizen status, political leanings,

religious expression, or any other FEBRUARY

boundaries the world uses to

Vicki & Rob Hol
decide who is worthy and who is s ob mermes

not, We are striving to be open
and inclusive, We commit to
loving YOU and caring for YOU
by showing YOU the love of
Jesus that we have received
freely from God,

Scan the QR code to view the article

CRAFT & CRAVE

This summer “Craft and Crave”, guests were invited into a
multi-sensory world where hands-on artistry met high-concept
cuisine, Participants began by engaging in a craft activity with a
local artist, centered around a theme for the evening such
as “Earth & Flame", "Petals and Pallets", and "Sea and
Salt", Once the art project was completed, guest chefs, familiar
with the pop-up-style dining experience, created a meal with
demonstration. It was a night where guests could connect with
each other, beautiful food and their own creativity. Each "Craft
and Crave" event encouraged guests to slow down, talk and
appreciate the creative process. There have been many
requests for "Craft and Crave" events to continue . . . stay tuned!

MEMORIALS (8/27 -12/2)

In Memory of Bob Storer- S A Storer & Sons Co
In Memory of Dave & Helen Deal - Kathy & Mike Schnapp

In Memory of Terry Huffman - Nancy Atkins
In Memory of Don Ford - Nancy Atkins
In Memory of Diane Pauken - Nancy Atkins
In Memory of Warren Carl & Linda Lukasak Leist - Fred Hasecke

BIRTHDAYS

DECEMBER

Mikenzie Dayton
Toby Vick
Cookie Schult
Cheri Deal
Ron Vogelpohl
Donna Zbinden
Elouera Bowmer

JANUARY

Bob Druckemiller
Larry Montrie
Jack SoRelle

Jack Dauer
Cole Maxon
Jaden Tovar-Gilbert

FEBRUARY

Linda Krogman
Jill Loesel
Madonna Bowmer
Diane McCue
Don Rydman
Jeanne Sonnenberg
Sandy Lazenby
Makayla Tovar
Michelene SoRelle
Lee Slusher
Rob Holmes

Send SPRING (March, April &

May} edition Spirit
submissions to

office@stpaulstoledo.org

Submissions must be
received by 2/13.
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Directions & Parking

428 N Erie St * N
View larger map

L
~

Parking Downtown
If visiting MON - SAT 7AM - 4PM request parking validation from

the office to use the Kwik Park lot beside the church.
Paid on street parking is also available.

Wheelchair accessible entrances are available through the red main
Sanctuary entrance off Erie (the far right door with small ramp} and
from the parking lot entrance. If entering through the parking lot
entrance, go through the Secial Room.

The church with a heart in the heart of downtown Toledo.

St.Paul's

Lutheran Church
4% N, Erie S5t
Toledo, OH 43604

Contact Us

St. Paul's Lutheran Church
428 N. Erie St
Toledo, OH 43604
419-243-4714

office@stpaulstoledo.org
www.stpaulstoledo.org

Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9AM - 3PM

Worship
Sundays 10:15AM led by
Pastor Peter Bowmer

Watch Services
St. Paul's Facebook Page

Facebook Pages
St Paul's Lutheran Church
HeART Gallery & Studios



mailto:office@stpaulstoledo.org
http://www.stpaulstoledo.org
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100067381172850&sk=live_videos
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100067381172850&sk=live_videos
https://www.heartgalleryandstudios.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/428+N+Erie+St,+Toledo,+OH+43604/@41.654603,-83.535961,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x883b86cc316a42e7:0xfeb54b0e516dcb1d!8m2!3d41.6546032!4d-83.5359612?hl=en-GB

