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PRELUDE

DECEMBER 14, 2025 - 10:15AM

Service led by Pastor Pete Bowmer
Music provided by Kate Philabaum & Amanda Worthington

HAUGEN'S “THE FEAST & CELEBRATION” — ADVENT WEEK 3

We are committed to you, the community, and the world around us. We believe God's love
embraces all persons equally, no matter their age, ethnicity, race, abilities, gender identity,
gender expression, sexual orientation, citizen status, political leanings, religious expression,

or any other boundaries the world uses to decide who is worthy and who is not. We are
striving to be open and inclusive. We commit to loving YOU and caring for YOU by showing
YOU the love of Jesus that we have received freely from God.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

LONGING FOR LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS

P During the season of Advent, we seek the light of Christ, even in the midst of
darkness. We are invited to face the darkness in our own lives and in the
world around us. We trust in God to meet us there. By the Holy Spirit, we are
led to wait, hope, and hear the promises made by the prophets. As we make
this Advent journey in faith, we welcome and seek the light of God.

Please stand as you are able.

ENTRANCE HYMN “Joy To The World” (v 1,2,4) ELW#267
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joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing Joy.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 16741748

Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

OPENING PRAYER

P Together, let us pray.

C God who dispels all darkness: come to be with us in each one of our situations;
come to live among us, with us and in us; come to fill the distances that divide
and separate us; come to reconcile us with You and one another. God of Light,
open our hearts to the mystery of your love and the assurance of your grace.
Let our complacency give way to love and our judgements to
compassionate acceptance of others. Turn oppression to justice and transform
conflict to peaceful accord. We ask this in the name of Jesus who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen

P “What came to be through God was life, and this life was the light of the
human race; the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it. - John I:4-5.

Please be seated.
HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (v1) ELW# 257
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Em - man - u - el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, K5ln, 1710; tr. composite
Music: VENI, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th cent. 3
Textsts. 2, 6,7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortres:



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
(Read responsively by lay readers & congregation)

Rl:  As we light the Advent Wreath we bring to mind all the people and the
places in the world that are in need of light this day:
R2:  We bring to mind those places in the world where families and countries are
torn apart by conflict, violence, or war, and ask for peace.
C Jesus, bring light to our darkness. (pause)
R1 We bring to mind all those places in the world where people have been
forced from their homes and separated from their families, and ask for hope.
C Jesus, bring light to our darkness. (pause)
R2  We bring to mind all those places in the world where people are suffering
from disease or illness, and ask for healing.
C Jesus, bring light to our darkness. (pause)
R1 We bring to mind all those places in the world where people are held
captive by poverty, hunger, and isolation and ask for freedom.
C Jesus, bring light to our darkness. (pause)
ALL May our prayers encircle the world for all those in need of peace, of hope, of
healing, and of freedom. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (v 4) ELW# 257
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Em - man - u-el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.

“Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Koln, 1710; tr. composite
Music: VENIL, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th cent.
Textsts. 2,6,7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.



NATIVITY ART MOMENT

P Throughout Advent, we will offer a Nativity Art moment rooted in the hymn
“O Little Town of Bethlehem,” drawing attention to selected nativities in our
collection, and the message the hymn proclaims.

HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (v 2) ELW# 279
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Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908

ART MOMENT - “Proclaim the Holy Birth” (by Kate Philabaum)

LUKE 1:46b—55 (read by volunteer)

L A reading from Luke, chapter 1.
46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, ¥ and my spirit rejoices in God
my Savior, “for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant.
Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed, “for the Mighty
One has done great things for me, and holy is his name; *°indeed, his mercy
is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 3He has shown
strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their
hearts. %2 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up
the lowly; ** he has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away
empty. **He has come to the aid of his child Israel, in remembrance of his
mercy, »according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham
and to his descendants forever.”

L The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING - JAMES 5:7-10 (read by volunteer)

L A reading from James, chapter 5.
’Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The
farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until
it receives the early and the late rains. 2 You also must be patient. Strengthen
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. ?Brothers and sisters, do not
grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge
is standing at the doors! 1°As an example of suffering and patience, brothers
and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Celtic Alleluia” ELW# 174
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OC roll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications. Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland. OR 97213,

el Usod by permi cion.

GOSPEL READING - MATTHEW 11:2-11 (read by volunteer)

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait
for another?” #Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and
see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good
news brought to them. ¢ And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”
7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What
did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8
What, then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look,
those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. ?What, then, did you go out
to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. °This is the one
about whom it is written, ‘See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you, who
will prepare your way before you." "“Truly | tell you, among those born of
women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist, yet the least in the

kingdom of heaven is greater than he.
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P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
SERMON Pastor Pete Bowmer
HYMN OF THE DAY “What Child Is This” ELW#296
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.




APOSTLE'S CREED

C | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (read by pastor)

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

PASTOR: CONGREGATION:
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right to give God thanks and praise.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 1
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, and said,

“Take and eat; this is T my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me”.
In the same way he took the cup, after the supper, & when he had given

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink of it, all of you; this is T my blood
of the new covenant, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me”.

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the meal Jesus shares with us, therefore ALL are welcome to attend
communion. Blessings are offered to those who prefer not to receive communion. Grape

juice and gluten free wafers are also available. Please, come down the center aisle and
return by the side aisles. Place empty glasses in the baskets at the end of the first pew.

P Hereis life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised.

LAMB OF GOD
CONGREGATION: !'"'1
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC  “Breath Of Heaven” Amanda Worthington

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us
forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in
the name of Jesus.

C Amen

BLESSING

P May God who comes among us, Father, A Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you
patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today

and always.
C Amen
Please stand as are you are able.

SENDING HYMN “Angels (Glory To God)” ELW# 289
I Angels we have heard on high 3 Sing glory to God, glory to God

Sweetly singing o'er the plains Glory to God in the highest, forever

And the mountains in reply For all He has done

Echoing their joyous strains His unfailing love

Glory to God in the highest, forever

REFRAIN REFRAIN

Gloria, in excelsis Deo (repeat)

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heavenly song?

REFRAIN

4  Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the new-born King.

REFRAIN
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Keep awake.

Thanks be to God.

P
C

POSTLUDE

“Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music and visuals in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-

724872, Sundays and Seasons license SAS 006098".
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

TOLEDO CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL TEDDY BEAR DONATIONS
Judy Kolhoff and Dan are collecting teddy bears ($10-20) or money

donations and prayers for the children in Russell J. Ebeid Toledo Children's
Hospital for Christmas. 100% of your donations go directly to the children..
Let's give them joy and let them know we're thinking of them!

GOOD GRIEF OF NORTHWEST OHIO FUNDRAISER
Pattye Nicolls is selling decorated cookies during the holiday season in

order to raise funds for Good Grief of Northwest Ohio. Samples of
decorated cookies can be viewed at PattyBakes cookies on Facebook and
www.pattyebakes cookies.com

WAYS TO HELP THE DRUCKEMILLER FAMILY

We are utilizing a service called Meal Train which allows those who would
like to provide meals to the Druckemiller family. The site has an online
calendar to coordinate what day would be best to provide a meal. The
following link directs you to the Druckemiller's Meal Train page. https://
www.mealtrain.com/trains/mlérwk If you scroll down on the home page
you will find a meal calendar. Click on a preferred date to donate a meal.
There is a blue cooler at the side door of their house where meals can be
dropped off at your convenience.

If you would like to donate funds, send them to the church office or scan
the QR code on the front page of this bulletin, choose your donation
amount, if you wish to cover processing fees to ensure the family received
the full donation and include a note that the donation is for the
Druckemillers. Thank you very much for supporting the family during this
difficult time!
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CALENDAR

SUNDAY - DECEMBER 14

10:15 AM Worship Service — Sanctuary

3:00 PM Doors Open for Nativity Viewing

4:00 PM Asteria Strings Concert - Sanctuary
MONDAY - DECEMBER 15

10:.00 AM Community Heart Cafe — Social Room
WEDNESDAY - DECEMBER 17

10:00 AM  Community Heart Cafe — Social Room

THURSDAY - DECEMBER 18
11:00 AM Nativi-Tea - HeART Gallery

FRIDAY — DECEMBER 19

10:00 AM Community Heart Cafe — Social Room
4:00 PM Nativity Fest

530 PM Carol Sing-A-Long w/SonFire Praise Band
SUNDAY - DECEMBER 21

10:15 AM Worship Service — Sanctuary

3:00 PM Doors Open for Nativity Viewing

4:00 PM Siberian Solstice Concert - Sanctuary

ALTAR FLOWERS - In honor of Cheri Deal on her birthday from Vicki & Rob
Holmes.

CHANCEL FLOWERS - None
ANNIVERSARIES - None
BIRTHDAYS - Cheri Deal
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