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Service led by Pastor Peter Bowmer
Music provided by Kate Philabaum

PRELUDE

We are committed to you, the community, and the world around us. We believe God's love
embraces all persons equally, no matter their age, ethnicity, race, abilities, gender identity,
gender expression, sexual orientation, citizen status, political leanings, religious expression,

or any other boundaries the world uses to decide who is worthy and who is not. We are
striving to be open and inclusive. We commit to loving YOU and caring for YOU by showing
YOU the love of Jesus that we have received freely from God.

WELCOME
Please stand as you are able .
ENTRANCE HYMN “Gods Work, Our Hands” ACS# 1000
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1 God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - er,
2 God’s work, our feet: trav-’ling to - geth - eer
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - er
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
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build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low -ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim - ing to all who will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing  for free - dom,
pray - Ing for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,
Washed and set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt- 'ring the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your call,
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shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress
GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But
if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination
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P Most merciful God,

C We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen
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Lord, have mer - cy. Christ, have mer - CV.
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Lord, have mer - cy; have mer - cy, O Lord.
ABSOLUTION

P You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the
cross of A Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are
forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

C Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” ELW# 843
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I Praise the One who breaks the dark-ness with a  lib - er - at-ing light;
3 Praise the one true love in - car - nate: Christ, who suf-fered in our place;
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praise the One who frees the pris-’ners, turn-ing blind-ness in - to  sight.
Je - sus died and rose for man - y that we may know God by  grace.
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Praise the One who preached the gos - pel, heal-ing ev - ‘ry dread dis -ease,
Let wus sing for joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.

[ ——

ggu [re— |
y 4N

= i
| . . - o |
ft | |
y— s -
calm-ing storms and feed - ing thou-sands with the ver - y bread of peace.
Praisethe one re - deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part I1, 1813
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. Al rights reserved. Used by permission

Please be seated.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all
our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy
name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen
FIRST READING - DEUTERONOMY 30:15-20 (read by volunteer)

A reading from Deuteronomy, chapter 30.
Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to

their ancestors. In this passage, he lays out the stark choice before them:
choose life by loving and obeying the Lord; or choose death by following

other gods.
15“See, | have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. ¢
If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that | am
commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways,
and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall
live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land
that you are entering to possess. 7 But if your heart turns away and you do
not hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 8|
declare to you today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live long in
the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call
heaven and earth to witness against you today that | have set before you life

and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your

descendants may live, 2°loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding

fast to him, for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may

live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob.”
The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 5
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PSALM 1 (read responsively between Pastor & Congregation)

P
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"Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked or take the
path that sinners tread or sit in the seat of scoffers,

2put their delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law they meditate day

and night.

3They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its
season, and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.

“The wicked are not so but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

>Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment nor sinners in the
congregation of the righteous,

$for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked

will perish.

SECOND READING - PHILEMON 1-7 (read by volunteer)

L A reading from Philemon, chapter 1.
Onesimus, a new Christian and a man enslaved by Philemon, has helped
Paul, who is in prison. Paul writes this letter to his friend Philemon to en-
courage him to receive Onesimus, upon his return, as a sibling in Christ.
"Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To our beloved
coworker Philemon, 2to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier Archippus,
and to the church in your house: 3Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4] thank my God always when | mention you in my prayers, >because | hear
of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. ¢l pray
that the partnership of your faith may become effective as you comprehend
all the good that we share in Christ. 7| have indeed received much joy and
encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been
refreshed through you, my brother.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Celtic Alleluia” ELWi# 174
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Al - le - Iu - 1a, al - le - Iu - 1a.

Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker
Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
Al rights reserved. Used by permission.



GOSPEL READING - LUKE 14:25-33 (read by volunteer)

P
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 14th chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him
should know from the outset that completing the course of discipleship will
finally mean renouncing all other allegiances.

2 Now large crowds were traveling with him, and he turned and said to them,
26"Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple.
ZWhoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28
For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and
estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? %
Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who
see it will begin to ridicule him, 3°saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was
not able to finish. 3Or what king, going out to wage war against another
king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten
thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand?
32|f he cannot, then while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation
and asks for the terms of peace. 3So therefore, none of you can become my
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Peter Bowmer

Please stand as you are able.

H¥MN OF THE DAY “The Summons” (v1,2,5) ELW#798
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“Will you come and fol - low me if I but  call
“Will you leave your - self be - hind if I but  call
Lord, yvour sum - mons ech - oes true when vou but call
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your name? Will  you go where  you don’t
your name? Will  you care for cruel and
my name. Let me turn and fol - low
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know and nev - er the same?
kind and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you let my love be shown, will you et my
Will you risk  the hos - tile  stare, should your life at -
In your com - pa - ny rn go where your love and
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name be known, will  you let my life be
tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer
foot - steps show. Thus T'll  move and  live and
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’t in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.
THE APOSTLES' CREED
C | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; He ascended into heaven, He is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord,;
who rose beyond the bounds of death and, on this day, as he had promised,
poured out your Spirit of life and power upon the chosen disciples. At this
the whole earth exults in boundless joy. And so, with the Church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS
C Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick
and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross,
opened his arms to all. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus
took bread and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying
“Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me”.
Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering therefore, his death, resurrection and ascension, we await his
coming in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we
may know the unity we share with all your people in the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

C Amen.
LORD'’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the meal Jesus shares with us, therefore ALL are welcome to attend
communion. Blessings are offered to those who prefer not to receive communion. Grape

juice and gluten free wafers are also available. Please, come down the center aisle and
return by the side aisles. Place empty glasses in the baskets at the end of the first pew.

L The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.
9



DISTRIBUTION HYMN  “Come To Me O Weary Traveler” ACS# 1017
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1 “Come to me, O wea-ry trav - ’ler; come to
2 “Do not fear, my yoke is eas - Y, do not
3 “Take my yoke and leave your trou - bles; take my
4 “Rest in me, O wea-ry trav - ’ler; rest in
Pty — . ! |
l\:}r\'l) T i i o r = i i
me with your dis - tress; come to me, you heav -y -
fear, my bur-den’s light; do not fear the path be -
yoke and come with me. Take my yoke, I am be -
me and do not fear. Rest in me, my heart is
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bur - dened; come to me and find your rest.”
fore you; do not run from me in fright.”
side you; take and learn hu-mil -1 - ty”
gen - tle; rest and cast a - way your care.”

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993
Music: AUSTIN, William P. Rowan, b. 1951
Text © 19¢ Publicati

7

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your
grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and
proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.

C Amen
BLESSING
L The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your

hearts; and the life of the Spirit A bless you and give you peace.
C Amen
Please stand are you are able.
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SENDING HYMN
0

“Lift High The Cross” (1,3,4)

ELW# 660
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Lift high  the cross, the love of Christ pro - claim till
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all the world a - dore his sa - cred name.
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ci - fied
3 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall ~ our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
Refrain
0 |
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - ¢ - fied for wvic - to - ry!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956

Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL

Please be seated.

L Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.

C
POSTLUDE

Thanks be to God.

“Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream the music and visuals in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-
724872, Sundays and Seasons license SAS 006098".
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNICATING THE GOSPEL
Beginning in September, Pastor Pete will lead a short class after worship
on the First Sunday of each month. Refreshments will be provided.
* learn how to find the good news in each Sunday Gospel reading.
* become confident speaking publicly.
* experience creative prayer and write prayers for Sunday worship.
* participate in crafting uplifting sermons.
Contact Pastor Pete for more information and to express interest. Email
Pastor.pete@stpaulstoledo.org or leave a message at the Church Office.

LUNCH BUNCH
Lunch Bunch has resumed! We hope you can join us for this month’s
outing on September 14 at 11:30AM at Jing Chuan on Secor Road. The
location is to be determined. Reservations are needed to Cindy Rockwell
at 419-270-9137.

SUSAN G KOMEN RACE VOLUNTEERS

Saturday and Sunday, September 27-28th, St Paul's will prepare and serve
our annual bottles of water and pink lemonade to the Susan G Komen
racers. Saturday the 27th volunteers will meet at 11:00 am to fill
lemonade bottles. Pizza will be provided afterward! Sunday, we will
meet in the Social Room at 8:45 am to set up outside and then have fun
distributing the water and lemonade. We would love your help! Please
reach out to Judy Kolhoff, Judykolhoff58@gmail.com with questions and
to volunteer!

THANK YOU!

Thank you to Becky Abitua, Carolyn Beham, Cheri Deal, Judi Dauer, Judy
Kohlhoff, Freda Lang, Jeanne Lesneweicz, Pattye Nicolls, Kate Philabaum
and Donna Zbinden who spent six days packing up the nativity
collection of Carl and Anna Mae Bowles. We're looking forward to adding
this collection to our Nativity Festival. It will be located on the 2nd floor
balcony in bookcases built by Carl Bowles. The large collection of
Nativity pieces loaned to us by Pattye and Bill Nicolls will still be
displayed among decorated trees and tablescapes as in years past. Our
heartfelt appreciation to the Nicolls and Bowles families for giving us the
opportunity to host this beautiful event with their lifelong collections.
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CALENDAR

SUNDAY - SEPTEMBER 7

10:15 AM Worship Service — Sanctuary
MONDAY - SEPTEMBER 8

10:.00 AM Community Heart Cafe — Social Room
12:00 PM Wedding Staff Meeting - Sanctuary
WEDNESDAY - SEPTEMBER 10

10:00 AM  Community Heart Cafe — Social Room
11:15 AM Jesus Time - Social Room

THURSDAY - SEPTEMBER 11

9:30 AM Nativity Bookcase Mov-in - Gallery Balcony
FRIDAY — SEPTEMBER 12

10:00 AM Community Heart Cafe — Social Room
7:00 PM Wedding Rehearsal - Sanctuary
SATURDAY - SEPTEMBER 13

4:00 PM Wedding - Sanctuary

SUNDAY - SEPTEMBER 14

10:15 AM Worship Service — Sanctuary
11:30 AM Lunch Bunch—Jing Chuan

ALTAR FLOWERS - None
CHANCEL FLOWERS - None
ANNIVERSARIES - None

BIRTHDAYS - Thomas Krogman, Keeley Bowmer, Jeanne Lesniewicz
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THE ROARINC y
205 PARTY?

THURS SEPT 18 - 12PM

Jazz, Industry and Aristocracy: 1920s in Downton Abbey and Toledo

Step back into the Roaring Twenties! Join us for a captivating
Lunch & Learn event exploring the parallels between the
glamor and upheaval of post-WWI Britain—immortalized in
Downton Abbey—and the industrial boom of 1920s Toledo.
Our lunch menu will be suitable for the Crawley family and
the Dowager Countess of Grantham. Enjoy jazz music while
browsing chronological vignettes of Toledo and Britain
1920-40. The event coincides with the release of Downto
Abbey:The Grand Finale movie on Sept 12.
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£% THURS OCT 16- 12PM
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BLOOM BAR

with Becca Matthews, Riverbend Homestead

Y

Join us for a vibrant afternoon surrounded by fresh-cut, locally grown

blooms, as Becca Matthews from Riverbend Homestead brings us the Bloom
Bar — a floral experience like no other. A seasonal floral design workshop using
local autumn flowers proceeds lunch at 10:30am with advance registration.
Our meal will include fresh fall ingredients with paired floral wines to sip and
savor. Becca will share her passion and expertise at beginning a flower farm
on her family property near Sandusky, OH. Let the colors and flavors of fa{
inspire you! {
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