THE SPIRIT OF ST. PAUL'S

Written by Pastor Pete Bowmer

There is, right now, a profound and increasingly shared message out and about that we should not, and
cannot trust each other, that the world is increasingly dangerous and we should therefore be
increasingly afraid, Fear will not lead us forward, The regular and relentless biblical injunction “do not
be afraid” is not offered simply to bolster our individual courage but to make it easier for us to turn to
one another with our fears and hopes and dreams and needs in order to form a community, DO NOT
FEAR. What a profoundly different message that is than the one we hear in our culture and yes, from too
many of our politicians and news channels, Rather than tell us not to be afraid, would-be leaders and
influencers relentlessly tell us, even shout at us, about all the things that we should fear. And such fear
tends to limit our vision and paralyze our actions, thereby making it difficult to imagine a hopeful future,
let alone work toward it

The Bible warns us against fear because it’s really hard to care for your neighbor and create a community
when you are afraid, DO NOT FEAR! That's Jesus’ message for us at St Paul’s, Recently we celebrated the
inclusion of Charisma, Darcy and Brad, Michael, Donna & Brad in our wonderful St Paul's community.,
Eleven new adult members so far this year! We celebrate community at St Paul’s and we do not know
how to fear, We do not turn on each other in fear, rather we turn to each other in love, in community!
Jesus is happy and we are blessed! This is how God wants things to be, an ever widening circle of diverse
people in a community.,

All our differences and unique characteristics reflect the

magnificence of God.
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COMMUNITY HEART CAFE
I

Written by Pete Bowmer

Community Heart Café is about more than just the provision of food and drinks, It is about the pastoral
care and prayer support that is being offered and the community that is being built, We include every-
one and provide a safe place, A place of dignity and respect, care and community, prayer and hospitality.
Personally, | think that is all good stuff, The cafe is making a difference in downtown Toledo. | am proud of
our cafe and 5t Paul's can be proud of it!

ALL ARE WELCOME!

The café serves free community
meals every Monday, Wednesday and
Friday from 10AM - 11AM.
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Join us in the Social Room, home of the Community
Heart Café, for bible conversations based on the life
and teachings of Jesus!

MEALS SERVED

JUNE - 821
Every Wednesday
JULY - 953 ‘ 11:15 - 11:45
AUGUST - 789 ¢ itheran Church

Erie Street
oledo, OH 43604

You will experience Jesus stories, prayer, blessing
and Holy Communion.
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Pictured: Our café workers and
volunteers serving the community

and providing a safe, welcoming
space for connection,

Thank you Rachel Jaegly for your
donation of plants for our courtyard

garden! /
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PLENTY 4 ALL

Written by Jack SoRelle

With the support and generosity of the contractor we |
worked with in Ndhiwa, Kenya, we were able to meet
the required local codes and standards and
complete construction of the Plenty4All Guest and
Training Center building. We were able to increase
the footage which allowed us to create separate
guest facilities for men and women. Porches were
also added to the front and back of the building.
Plumbing and electrical systems are ready for
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Peanut Butter
Maker

ABOVE & RIGHT:
The completed

construction of the
Plenty4All Guest and
Training Center &

schematics.
This year's peanut crop and peanut butter maker.

This year's peanut crop has been a pleasant surprise for Pollycap Ogalo. Ordinarily he uses this as a cash crop
but since he can now produce enough solar electricity we have purchased an electric peanut butter maker.
He can now store peanut butter in sealed jars and will have a good source of protein that does not require
refrigeration.

Please make donations payable to St. Paul's Lutheran Church and include “Plenty# ALL" in the memo.

For additional information go to www.plenty4all.net or write us at plenty#allcbo@gmail.com
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SUNDAY READINGS
-

SEPTEMBER 7 OCTOBER 19 (CONT'D)
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 2 Timothy 314—45
Psalm 1 Luke 181-8
Philemon 1-21
Luke 14:25-33 OCTOBER 26
J iah 14:7-10, 19-22
SEPTEMBER 14 ererglsaalm 8417
Exodus 32.7-14 Psalm 84:] 7
Psalm 511-10 Luke 189-14
1 Timothy 112-17
Luke 15:1-10 NOVEMBER 2
[saiah 1:10-18
SEPTEMBER 21 Psalm 321-7
Amos 8:4-7 saim a2
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12
1 Timothy 217 uKe 17
Luke 16:1-13
NOVEMBER 9
SEPTEMBER 28 Job 1923-27a
Amos 671a, 4-7 Psalm 17:1-9
Psalm 146 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5,13-17
1 Timothy 6:6-19 Luke 2027-38
Luke 16:19-31
NOVEMBER 16
OCTOBERS Malachi 41-2a
Habakkuk 1:1-4 2:1-4 Psalm 98
Psalm 37:1-9 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
2 Timothy 111-14 Luke 21:5-19
Luke 17:5-10
NOVEMBER 23
OCTOBER 12 Jeremiah 231-6
2 Kings 51-3, 7-15¢ Psalm 46
Psalm 1M Colossians 1:11-20
2 Timothy 2:8-15 Luke 23:33-43
Luke 17:11-19
NOVEMBER 30
OCTOBER 19 Isaiah 2:1-5
Genesis 32:22-31 Psalm 122
Psalm 121 Romans 13:11-14

Matthew 24:36-44

Did you know?
In 1957 St, Paul’s celebrated it's 100th anniversary. A service of celebration was held in the
former Sports Arena in East Toledo, At that time, St, Paul’s had the largest church

membership in the Toledo area with over 2,000 members,
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

Written by Randy Hutchinson

As St, Paul's begins the transition journey into a new era, there are many questions that need
to be answered and decisions to be made, Fortunately, we can make those decisions knowing
that our financial future is secure, | have been in the position of treasurer for so long now that
| dont even remember when | first began, During that time, | have come to the conclusion
that God must have big plans and expectations for St Paul’s, Time and again when our
financial position seemed uncertain, an unexpected financial blessing has arrived that has
carried us forward,

Remember the bible story of Elijah and the widow where the jar of flour and the jug of oil
appeared to be running out but somehow sustained them until the drought was over? | have
given many financial reports where | estimated that we had 3-5 years left before our money
ran out, but the first of those reports was probably 20+ years ago, and here we still are,
plugging away and making a difference in the downtown community, It reminds me of my
grandmother’s old saying that “God smiles on fools and children”, | know for sure that God
smiles on St, Paul’s Lutheran Church,

We recently received notification of a bequest from the estate of Diane Pauken which will
once again put us in a financial position that allows us to move forward with confidence, For
those of you who may not have known Diane, she was a long time member of St. Paul’s who
served in many different capacities including president of the congregation, She was small of
stature but big in heart, She had a fearless and energetic personality, a get it done attitude
and an unpredictable sense of humeor, She was a vital member of the community during her
lifetime and with this final gift, her contribution to our community will continue well into the
future,

While this generous gift enables us to imagine our future in a more positive way, it does not
guarantee St, Paul’s will continue forever, While we are blessed to find ourselves in a position
where we do not need to fear for our immediate future, we still need continued financial
support from our membership, One of the struggles in being treasurer is asking for
contributions, | find it so frustrating when | see the televangelists who promise to “pray you a
miracle if you send us your seed”, That is not St, Paul’s, Know that your value to our
community is not tied to your financial contributions, that we value all the members of our
community and the various gifts they bring, and everyone is welcome to grow their faith as
part of this ministry. At the same time, please continue to give as you are able, either now or
in the form of a bequest, Assets left to St. Paul’s from various estates have kept this ministry
alive and thriving for many years,

Discussions are ongoing as we prepare for Pastor Pete’s retirement, and | want to assure you
that the council, the transition team and the staff are committed to being good stewards of
the resources we have been given, One of Zig Ziglar's most famous quotes reads “you can get
everything in life you want if you will just help other people get what they want”, While that is
a sales oriented quote, | think it does have relevance to St. Paul’s and our future, We will
survive and thrive if our goals follow that way of thinking, If we work to uplift others, it will
uplift us, If we work to encourage others to grow their faith, our ministry will grow, If we focus
on being a blessing to others, we will continue to be blessed,

So to quote from a recent sermon of Pete’s, “DO NOT FEAR”, As a community we need to
move forward boldly, but not foolishly. The future is bright, and intelligent and dedicated
people are working to bring about a meaningful and fulfilling future for the ministry that is St
Paul’s, We have been amazingly blessed. Let’'s go out and be that blessing to others that we
aspire to be,



SUMMER EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

ST PAUL'S AT TOLEDO PRIDE

A St. Paul’s was represented at Toledo’s Pride Parade on Saturday, July 16 with a
9 colorful booth and plenty of SWAG materials highlighting both St, Pauls and
“* the Nativity Festival, The event was well-attended in spite of the summer heat,
and we were excited to share our message with the community,

SUMMER SERVICE
PROJECT AT ST. PAUL'S

This  summer, students  participating

in four Service Learning Camps helped
transform our parking lot wall with a fresh
coat of paint, Even though rain delayed their
work on three different days, the youth
persevered and made a big impact!

Special thanks go to the youth from

Providence Lutheran Church in Holland,

who braved the heat to complete the

striping. The wall will soon feature a new design element—a hand with floating hearts—
symbolizing our mission to be the “heart”in the heart of Toledo.

f PARTY IN THE PARKING LOT—A SUMMER SUCCESSI \

" A heartfelt thank you to all our volunteers who made
ol this summer’s three very hot Party in the Parking

Lot events such a success! Music was provided by The &5
Cheeks Band and Michael Grupp-Verbon, while grill
~ masters Pete Randy and Todd kept the crowd well-fed, [ =

Toledo Museum of Art and many families took
= part in bed building with Let’s Build.,

In a new outreach program, volunteers
assembled crock pot emergency dinners for
those in need through our Community Café, And
of course, the highlight for many—young and old
alike—was a surprise visit from Muddy the Mud
Hen!
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NATIVITY FESTIVAL EVENTS

LIFELONG NATIVITY
COLLECTION DONATED
TO ST. PAUL’ S

&

-

SAVE THE DATE « 700 NATIVITIES « DECORATED TREES

» St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

\ in Toledo is honored to

ldGYS Sundﬂys 4Pm 7Pm receive a remarkable gift

DEC 5 - 2] from Anna Mae and Carl
.Bowles of Swanton: a

Thursday Nativi-Teas 1lam TR o donation o over 11,500

© nativity scenes collected
over a lifetime, This

" extraordinary collection ! ,
&ifeatures handcrafted pieces from around the

Dec 11&18
reservations needed to kate@stpaulstoledo.org

B 7 - e

}‘I’ldﬂv\j‘ Concerts 3.301)111 " globe, made with high-quality materials and
retro Tiedtke’s Christmas counter & carol singing representing a wide array of cultures and
Dickens "Christmas Carol” 180" anniversary exhibit " artistic styles,

Dec 5 Tapestry harp & guitar
Dec 12 Carol sing-along with Ben Delong Bang
Dec 19 Carol sing-a-long with SonFire Praise Band

In celebration of this donation, plans are
underway to develop a dedicated space for
year-round viewing called “Nativity Hall”,
\w . © allowing the public to appreciate the beauty,
W‘ craftsmanship, and cultural significance of

Sunday Concerts 4pm= = 22— " AT\N L‘L

Dec 7 Academy Brass & Organ 7 ‘75;? the collection throughout the year,

Dec 14 Asteria Strings g Y Az St. Paul's Lutheran Church extends heartfelt
Dec 21 Siberian Solstice > ’/)17 thanks to Anna Mae and Carl Bowles for their
Free Admission « Donations appreciated ‘ : “vision, generosity, and commitment to

preserving and sharing this meaningful art
) - form, Volunteers will begin packing
\(\{1 cataloging and moving the nativity after

Labor Day.

St. Pauls Lutheran « 428 N. Erie « Toledo
www.stpaulstoledo.org kote@stpaulstoledo or

“I'hursdaybec 118 18 at11am followed by NativI-Tea

‘Step lnto the dallyvlifo of Bethlehem 'I:hrbugh the natwity
story! ydﬁg 7.5" Fontanini figures, Kate Philabaum brings
to life Biblical and archaeological insights about family, ;
.geogr_aphy, and village life—introducing characters like
shepherd boys Micah and Jareth, innkeepers Thaddeus |

and Elizabeth, and local weavers, bakers, potters, and
field hands. Reservations needed to kate@stpaulstoledo.org

Please contact Kate, kate@stpaulstoledo.org, if you are able to assist with picking up the nativitiy
scenes or volunteer for the Nativity Festival,
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HEART GALLERY EVENTS

¥

LET'S GO BACK IN TIME

THE ROARING
208 PARTY?

0000000009

THURS SEPT 18 - 12PM

Jazz, Industry and Aristocracy: 1920s in Downton Abbey and Toledo

Step back into the Roaring Twenties! Join us for a captivating
Lunch & Learn event exploring the parallels between the
glamor and upheaval of post-WWI Britain—immortalized in
Downton Abbey—and the industrial boom of 1920s Toledo.
Our lunch menu will be suitable for the Crawley family and
the Dowager Countess of Grantham. Enjoy jazz music while ;
browsing chronological vignettes of Toledo and Britain | ABOVE: lady Grantham from PBS's
1920-40. The event coincides with the release of DowntondgF =it

Abbey:The Grand Finale movie on Sept 12.

B p - Ar
-~ N (ip  * heat
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BLOOM.BAR

with Becca Matthews, Riverbend Homestead

THURS T T6* 12FM

Join us for a vibrant afternoon surrounded by fresh-cut, locally grown
blooms, as Becca Matthews from Riverbend Homestead brings us the Bloom
Bar — a floral experience like no other. A seasonal floral design workshop using
local autumn flowers proceeds lunch at 10:30am with advance registration.
Our meal will include fresh fall ingredients with paired floral wines to sip and
savor. Becca will share her passion and expertise at beginning a flower farm
on her family property near Sandusky, OH. Let the colors and flavors of fa ~
inspire you! o ‘:t

n [ Y S Al all. a0 *

. {
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HEART GALLERY EVENTS

Written by Kate Philabaum

Since joining St. Paul's in the fall of 2017, I've learned so much about this remarkable
community. Above all, I've discovered that a small group of dedicated people can make a
tremendous difference, Though our worshipping congregation is just 30 strong nearly 3,000
people have walked through our doors in the past year,

For decades, 5t, Paul’s has embraced the call to be “the heart in the heart of Toledo”™—and that
mission is alive today, Our Community Café now serves more guests than ever, three days each
week, Faithful bakers prepare home-made treats that brighten many meals, Volunteers stock
food pantry shelves, build beds, and collect cheerful bedding and pillows for children who
receive them with joy. We've assembled emergency crockpot dinners, supported young
patients at Ebbed Children’s Hospital, handed out cold water to runners at the Susan G, Komen
Race, and celebrated with neighbors at Toledo Pride,

Most notably, since last August we've hosted 32 events—lunches, concerts, and art programs—
welcoming our neighbors into this space, While not all of those guests join us on Sunday
mornings, these moments have transformed how we see ourselves, St. Paul’s is no longer just
a houn—a congregation that gathers here—but a verb; faith put into action, We are learning to
focus less on our own numbers and more on relationships, service, and presence within the
43604 community,

As we enter a new season of ministry and outreach, we have much to be thankful for, | pray our
volunteers stay healthy and know how deeply their work is valued, With growing attendance at
events, we especially need more friendly faces to greet guests at our doors and elevators, If you
would like to be “the face” of St, Paul's—welcoming, guiding, and encouraging—please reach out
to Kate, Sometimes the simplest act, such as offering a smile at the entrance, becomes a
profound expression of Christ’s call to love and welcome all,

Thurs Nov 20 *12pm f‘féj

Celebrate the season with a warm oven and even S
~warmer company at Winning Bites - Holiday Cookie ¢ \
Bake-off stories like no other! A cozy holiday themed ()

lunch will be served with a cookbook swap and holiday ’\2
tips, tricks and treats. Whether you're a baking champ or b e
a cookie connoisseur, Winning Bites is the perfect way to Ao = ww
kick off the holiday season with flavor and flair. =~ Q.0 > "g
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CONNECT WITH US

4 SUSAN G KOMEN RACE A

Saturday and Sunday, September 27-28th, 5t Paul's will prepare and serve our annual bottles
of water and pink lemonade to the Susan G Komen racers, Saturday the 27th volunteers will
meet at 11:00 am to fill lemonade bottles, Pizza will be provided afterward! Sunday, we will meet
in the Social Room at 8:45 am to set up cutside and then have fun distributing the water and
lemonade,

We would love your help! Please reach out to Judy Kolhoff, Judykolhoff58@gmail.com with

Questions and to volunteer! /

LUNCH BUNCH

Lunch Bunch has resumed! We hope you can jein us for these outings, Watch your email and
church bulletins for the restaurant of the month, Hope to see you then!

Mark your calendars for the upcoming Lunch Bunch Outings!

e September 14 - Location TBD

e October 12 - Location TBD

e November @ - Location TBD

Reservations are needed to Cindy Rockwell (419-270-9137} or email

ESTATE PLANNING

To ensure St, Paul’s can continue to share the good news of Jesus into future generations please
consider including a bequest to St, Paul’s Lutheran Church Toledo in your estate planning.
Thank you for your generosity!

/ OUR WEEKLY UPDATED PHONE GREETING \

We're always looking for ways to keep you informed and connected—and now, Ashley is doing
that through our weekly updated phone greeting! Whether you're calling to ask a question,
check on service times, or just need the latest info, our new phone greeting is here to help.

Each week, the message will be updated to include:
« Sunday service times

o Upcoming events and activities

« Special announcements

. A reminder about our updated website and prayer request options,

This means that even if you miss a newsletter or social media post, you can always call in
Qd hear what's happening in the life of our church—right from your phone. /
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CELEBRATE WITH US
I

WELCOME!
We are committed to you, the ANNIVERSARIES
community, and the world
around us, We believe God’s love Ronsgilth\nBEF ohl
embraces all persons equally, no geip
matter their age, ethnicity, race, OCTOBER
abilities, gender identity, gender o 2 Beckv Abi
expression, sexual orientation, scar ecky Itua
citizen status, political leanings, NOVEMBER

religious expression, or any other
boundaries the world uses to
decide who is worthy and who is

Wayne & Sandy Ludwig

not, We are striving to be open
and inclusive, We commit to
loving YOU and caring for YOU
by showing YOU the love of
Jesus that we have received
freely from God,

Scan the QR code to view the article

CRAFT & CRAVE

This summer “Craft and Crave”, guests were invited into a
multi-sensory world where hands-on artistry met high-concept
cuisine. Participants began by engaging in a craft activity with a
local artist, centered around a theme for the evening such
as “Earth & Flame", "Petals and Pallets", and "Sea and
Salt". Once the art project was completed, guest chefs, familiar
with the pop-up-style dining experience, created a meal with
demonstration. It was a night where guests could connect with
each other, beautiful food and their own creativity. Each "Craft
and Crave" event encouraged guests to slow down, talk and
appreciate the creative process. There have been many re-
quests for "Craft and Crave" events to continue into the fall .. .
stay tuned!

MEMORIALS (5/20 - 8/26)

BIRTHDAYS

SEPTEMBER

Bridget Hutchinson

Thomas Krogman
Keeley Bowmer

leanne Lesniewicz
Sharon McGill
Donna Camper

Dawn Eiche

Rachel Gendron

OCTOBER

Keith Christ
Jacki Druckemiller

Randy Hutchinson
Ruth Barker
Nancy Atkins
Pete Bowmer

Madelyn Dayton

NOVEMBER

Tina Sprouse
Jim Blum
Peggy Bumcrots
Renee Caris
Dan Lazenby
Bill Aring
Evelyn Bumcrots
Bonnie Koester

Send WINTER (December,
January & February} edition
Spirit submissions to
office@stpaulstoledo.org

In Memory of Warren Leist - Donna Zbinden
In Memory of Diane Pauken - Peggy Bumcrots, Lily Szyskowski,

Jack & Judi Dauer, Betty Moser, Wayne & Sandy Ludwig, Larry &
Jan Montrie, Barb Hillyer, Mark Storer, Richard & Joanne Pauken,

In Memory of Madonna's Father - Larry & Jan Montrie

Submissions must be
received by 11/15.
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Directions & Parking

428 N Erie St * N
View larger map

L
~

Parking Downtown
If visiting MON - SAT 7AM - 4PM request parking validation from

the office to use the Kwik Park lot beside the church.
Paid on street parking is also available.

Wheelchair accessible entrances are available through the red main
Sanctuary entrance off Erie (the far right door with small ramp} and
from the parking lot entrance. If entering through the parking lot
entrance, go through the Secial Room.

The church with a heart in the heart of downtown Toledo.

St.Paul's

Lutheran Church
4% N, Erie S5t
Toledo, OH 43604

Contact Us

St. Paul's Lutheran Church
428 N. Erie St
Toledo, OH 43604
419-243-4714

office@stpaulstoledo.org
www.stpaulstoledo.org

Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9AM - 3PM

Worship
Sundays 10:15AM led by
Pastor Peter Bowmer

Watch Services
St. Paul's Facebook Page

Facebook Pages
St Paul's Lutheran Church
HeART Gallery & Studios



mailto:office@stpaulstoledo.org
http://www.stpaulstoledo.org
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100067381172850&sk=live_videos
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100067381172850&sk=live_videos
https://www.heartgalleryandstudios.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/428+N+Erie+St,+Toledo,+OH+43604/@41.654603,-83.535961,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x883b86cc316a42e7:0xfeb54b0e516dcb1d!8m2!3d41.6546032!4d-83.5359612?hl=en-GB

